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To 

The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 

The  County  Council  of  Dumfries. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary 
condition  of  the  County  of  Dumfries  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1958.  There  is  included  a Report  on  the  School  Health 
Service  for  the  year  ended  31st  July,  1958. 

I should  like  to  record  my  gratitude  to  members  of  the 
County  Council  for  their  continued  interest  and  to  the  staff  of 
the  Health  Department  for  their  loyal  service  during  the  year. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  K.  DRAINER, 

County  Medical  Officer. 
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REPORT 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  in  the 
County  Landward  and  Small  Burghs  at  the  middle  of  1958  is  as 


follows  : — 

(a)  County  Landward  ...  ...  ...  ...  45,872 

(b)  Small  Burghs — Annan  ...  ...  ...  5,142 

Sanquhar  ...  ...  ...  2,514 

Lochmaben  ...  ...  1,220 

Lockerbie  ...  ...  ...  2,663 

Moffat  ...  ...  ...  2,050 

Langholm 2,338 


Total  61,799 

This  is  an  increase  of  524  as  compared  with  the  estimate  for  1957. 

Marriages 

Five  hundred  and  eighty-two  marriages  were  registered, 
giving  a marriage  rate  of  9.4  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

Births 


The  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  were  : — 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Illegitimate 

(a)  County  Landward  784 

394 

390 

34 

(b)  Small  Burghs 
Annan  . . . 

...  126 

69 

57 

4 

Sanquhar 

...  36 

16 

20 

1 

Lochmaben 

...  18 

9 

9 

— 

Lockerbie 

...  33 

19 

14 

2 

Moffat  ... 

...  23 

14 

9 

2 

Langholm 

...  25 

10 

15 

— 

Total 

...1045 

531 

514 

43 

The  birth-rate  of  16.9  is  about  the  average  for  the  past  ten 
years.  The  decennial  averages  since  1900  have  been  : — 


1901-1910  

1911-1920  

1921-1930  

1931-1940  

1941-1950  

1951  

1952  

1953  

1954  

1955  

1956  

1957  

1958  

The  Scottish  birth-rate  was  19.2 


23.43 

22.04 
21.50 
15.96 
17.99 
16.7 
16.6 

16.4 

17.1 

16.5 
16.4 

18.1 
16.9 


Illegitimate  Births 

The  illegitimate  births  amounted  to  4.1  per  cent  of  the  total 
births,  which  is  the  same  percentage  as  for  Scotland. 


Still-Births 

There  were  31  still-births,  giving  a still-birth  rate  of  29  per 
1,000  total  births.  The  still-birth  rate  for  Scotland  was  23. 


Deaths 


There  were  711  deaths  (358  males,  353  females), 
rate,  adjusted  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  was  10.5. 
nial  averages  since  1900  are  as  follows 


1901-1910 

1911-1920 

1921-1930 

1931-1940 

1941-1950 


The  death 
The  decen- 

15.24 

13.09 

12.0 

12.6 

11.6 


1951 


11.3 


1952 


10.2 


1953 

1954 

1955 


10.0 

11.1 

11.1 


1956 

1957 

1958 


10.5 

11.2 

10.5 
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The  death  rate  for  Scotland  was  12.0. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  in  order  of  prevalence  were  as 


follows  : — 

Diseases  of  the  heart  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  250 

Apoplex}^...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  123 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ]Qg 

Diseases  of  respiratory  system  ...  ...  ...  60 

Diseases  of  digestive  system  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Accidents  in  the  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Road  accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  iq 


Infantile  Mortality 

Of  the  711  deaths,  30  were  of  children  under  the  age  of  one 
year.  This  gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  29  per  1,000  live 
births.  The  figure  is  higher  than  for  some  years,  and  higher  than 
the  Scottish  rate  of  28. 

Xo  less  than  21  of  these  deaths  took  place  within  the  first 
month  of  life  and,  indeed,  12  took  place  within  the  first  day. 
Only  one  of  the  deaths  could  be  described  as  “preventable.” 

The  decennial  averages  of  the  infant  mortality  rate  in  Dum- 
friesshire since  the  beginning  of  the  century  are  as  follows  : — 


1901-1910 

1911-192G 

1921-1930 

1931-1940 

1941-1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 


94 

83 

72 


69 

51 


45 

24 

22 

29 

24 

18 

20 

29 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

Three  persons,  all  males,  died  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and 
:one  female  died  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis. 
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The  decennial  averages  since  1900  are  as  follows  : — 


1901-1910 

1911-1920 

1921-1930 

1931-1940 

1941-1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 


2.7$ 

1.38- 

0.99 

0.59 

0.47 

0.17 

0.10 

0.15 

0.05 

0.13 

0.07 

0.10 

0.11 


Deaths  from  Cancer 

There  were  108  deaths  from  cancer  (52  males,  56  females) 
as  compared  with  126  in  the  previous  year.  Fifteen  of  the  deaths 
(13  males,  2 females)  were  from  cancer  of  the  lung. 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Disease 

Only  one  person  died  of  infectious  disease,  a young  child  who 
developed  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1947 
1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

(a)  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

As  in  the  past,  ante-natal  care  was  given  in  domiciliary  cases 
by  all  the  district  nursing  sisters  under  the  general  supervision  of 
the  family  doctor.  Such  ante-natal  care  was  afforded  to  214 
mothers,  and  909  visits  by  the  district  nursing  sisters  who  subse- 
quently attended  the  births  as  maternity  nurses. 

Three  ante-natal  clinics  were  held  throughout  the  year,  at 
Annan,  Kelloholm  and  Langholm.  Medical  care  was  given  by 
staff  from  Cresswell  Maternity  Hospital  and  members  of  the 
Council's  nursing  staff  were  in  attendance.  Most  mothers 
attending  these  clinics  had  elected  to  be  confined  in  hospitalj 
but  quite  a number  of  general  practitioners  locally  referred, 
domiciliary  cases  to  the  clinics  for  consultation. 


o 


To  an  increasing  degree,  instruction  in  mothercraft  was 
.given  at  the  clinics  by  the  nursing  staff. 

The  numbers  of  mothers  attending  the  ante-natal  clinics 
and  the  numbers  of  attendances  they  made  increased  quite  sub- 
stantially as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  It  is  very  satis- 
factory to  be  able  to  record  a marked  increase  in  the  number  of 
mothers  reporting  for  post-natal  examination.  The  numbers  of 
attendances  at  the  various  clinics  are  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 


Clinic 

! 

Ante -natal 

Post-natal 

First 

visits 

Subsequent 

visits 

Total 

First 

visits 

Subsequent 

visits 

Total 

Annan 

252 

1151 

1403 

159 

3 

162 

Langholm  ... 

28 

72 

100 

25 

7 

32 

Kelloholm  . . . 

150 

510 

660 

106 

6 

112 

Totals  for  1958 

430 

1733 

2163 

290 

16 

306 

Totals  for  1957 

364 

1396 

1760 

162 

170 

322 

' 

(b)  Child  Welfare 

A total  of  23,801  domiciliary  visits  were  made  to  children 
under  school  age.  In  addition,  8,052  attendances  were  made  at 
child  welfare  centres  throughout  the  County. 

Attendances  at  the  various  centres  are  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 
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CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS 


Ckntee 

First 

visits 

Subsequent 

visits 

Total 

Annan  (Town  Hall) 
(Springbells) 

155 

129 

809 

1038 

964 

1167 

Canonbie... 

25 

84 

109 

Eastriggs 

77 

703 

780 

Gretna  ... 

53 

685 

738 

Langholm 

78 

728 

806 

Lockerbie 

60 

591 

651 

Ecclefechan 

42 

453 

495 

Bry  dekirk 

21 

76 

97 

Sanquhar  ...  ...  ... 

45 

294 

339 

Kelloholm 

219 

1409 

1628 

Catherinefield  ... 

71 

207 

278 

Totals  for  1958  ... 

975 

7077 

8052 

Totals  for  1957  ... 

945 

7522 

8467 

(c)  Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 
Welfare  foods  were  distributed  from  32  centres  throughout 
the  County.  The  amounts  of  food  distributed  are  shown  in  the 
following  table,  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous- 
year  for  comparison  : — 


National  dried  milk 
Cod  liver  oil 
Vitamin  tablets  . . . 
Orange  juice 

The  fall  in  demand 


1958 

35,804 

3,087 

1.050 

16.447 


1957 

39,090  tins. 
4,599  bottles. 
1,227  bottles. 
27.176  bottles. 


for  National  dried  milk  has  been  evident 


since  the  cost  was  increased  in  1957.  The  dramatic  fall  in  the 


demand  for  orange  juice  this  year  is  due  to  the  fact  that  children 
aged  2-5  years  are  no  longer  eligible  to  receive  it. 

Once  again  a debt  of  gratitude  is  due  to  voluntary  workers, 
who,  in  all  but  eight  centres,  undertook  the  distribution  of  welfare 
foods. 


(d)  Care  of  Premature  Infants 
No  special  provision  is  made  for  the  domiciliary  care  of 
premature  infants,  but  a close  liaison  exists  with  Cresswell 


/ 


Maternity  Hospital  so  that  premature  babies  can  receive  hospital 
care  without  delay. 

(e)  Dental  Care 

It  was  not  possible  to  undertake  the  dental  care  of  mothers 
or  young  children  during  the  year.  This  is  one  of  the  deficiencies 
in  the  Council's  services  that  will  require  to  be  rectified. 

(f)  Prevention  of  Break-up  of  Families 

Little  real  progress  has  been  made  in  influencing  the  un- 
satisfactory families  in  the  County  towards  better  standards  of 
living.  Though  relatively  few  in  number,  these  families  receive 
a disproportionate  amount  of  attention  from  a number  of  the 
Council  s departments,  and  others,  but  too  often  with  discouraging 
results.  One  of  the  principal  reasons  is  the  limited  intelligence  of 
one  or  both  parents  so  that,  even  with  help,  any  improvement 
achieved  tends  to  be  of  short  duration. 

It  is  often  easy  to  recognise  the  causes  of  the  actual  collapse 
of  a marriage  with  the  consequent  break-up  of  the  family.  It  is 
much  more  difficult  to  obtain  early  evidence  of  these  causes  and 
to  apply  suitable  remedial  measures.  Probably  no  one  has  better 
opportunities  to  assess  the  conditions  in  an  unhappy  home  than 
the  health  visitor  or  the  district  nursing  sister  and,  while  the 
results  of  their  efforts  cannot  be  measured,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  they  are  able  to  achieve  much. 

2.  Use  of  Clinic  Premises  by  General  Practitioners  and  Hospital 

Board  Staff 

As  in  previous  years,  the  Council’s  clinic  jiremises  at  Kirk- 
connel,  Annan  and  Eastriggs,  were  used  by  general  practitioners 
and  the  medical  and  auxiliary^  staffs  of  both  Hospital  Boards  of 
Management  in  the  area.  At  Sanquhar,  the  Council’s  child  welfare 
centre  is  at  the  general  practitioner’s  surgery. 

3.  Domiciliary  Midwifery 

Domiciliary  midwifery  was  practised  by  all  the  district 
nursing  sisters  though  none  was  called  upon  during  the  year  to 
take  sole  charge  of  a confinement. 

The  number  of  births  occurring  in  the  area  was  284.  Of  these, 
199  took  place  at  home,  t>4  at  Moffat  Cottage  Hospital  and  21  at  a 
private  nursing  home  in  Annan. 

The  following  table  shows  the  nature  of  attendance  at  the 
domiciliary  confinements  : — 


8 


Total 

o 

: 

£ 

Other 

domiciliary 

cases 

Doctor 
and  midwife 
engaged 

• 

: 

: 

Cases  dealt  with  under  Section  23(2) 
of  the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland) 
Act,  1947 

Midwife  alone 
(no  doctor 
engaged) 

: 

Tf- 

Doctor 
engaged  and 
not  present 
at  confinement 

22 

: 

ri 

Doctor 
engaged  and 
present  at 
confinement 

173 

: 

Midwives  employed  by  the  Authority 
(including  those  engaged  on  a fee-per- 
case  basis) 

Private  practising  midwives 

Totals  ... 

0 


The  proportion  of  institutional  births  continues  to  rise  each 
year.  Of  the  1,045  births  assigned  to  Dumfriesshire,  81  per  cent 
took  place  in  institutions  and  19  per  cent  at  home.  The  corres- 
ponding figures  in  the  previous  year  were  78.8  and  21.2.  There 
was  no  difficulty  at  any  time  in  securing  the  admission  of  an 
expectant  mother  to  hospital. 

All  the  district  nursing  sisters  have  been  instructed  in  the 
gas  and  air  and,  also,  trilene  for  analgesia  in  childbirth.  All  nurses 
have  been  equipped  with  Minnitt  apparatus  for  the  administration 
of  gas  and  air,  and  six  trilene  inhalers  are  available. 

Analgesia  was  administered  in  domiciliary  cases  as  follows  : — ■ 
Gas  and  air  analgesia  ...  ...  ...  183 

Trilene  analgesia  ...  ...  ...  37 

Pethidine  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

Maternity  outfits  were  supplied  to  all  mothers  being  confined 
at  home. 

There  were  no  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned 
under  Section  14(2)  of  the  Midwives’  (Scotland)  Act,  1951. 

Three  members  of  the  nursing  staff  attended  a refresher 
course  for  midwives  and  district  nurses. 


4.  Health  Visiting 


Health  visiting  in  the  rural  areas  is  carried  out  by  the  district 
nursing  sisters,  and  in  the  more  populous  areas  of  Kirkconnel, 
Annan,  Eastriggs  and  Gretna,  by  full-time  health  visitors.  The 
work  of  the  tuberculosis  health  visitor  covers  the  whole  County. 
Home  visits  made  by  the  health  visitors  are  as  follows  : — 
Expectant  Mothers  : — 


First  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  214 

Total  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  909 

Children  under  1 year  : — 

First  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,148 

Total  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,039 

Children  1-5  years  : — 

First  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,840 

Total  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  12,762 


Persons  over  65  years  • — 


First  visits 
Total  visits  ... 

The  number  of  visits  to  old  people 


387 

...  2,215 

increase  year  by  year. 
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5.  Home  Nursing 

The  home  nursing  service  operated  very  satisfactorily  during 
the  year  despite  a relatively  high  incidence  of  illness  amongst  the 
staff.  Much  credit  is  due  to  the  nurses  who  so  w illingly  undertook 
additional  duties. 

The  figures  relating  to  home  nursing  are  as  follows  : — 
Number  of  cases  attended  by  District  Nurses  in 

their  capacity  as  Home  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  3.097 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  these  cases  ...  ...  32,910 

A very  high  proportion  of  those  nursed  at  home  by  the 
district  nursing  sisters  were  elderly  people.  It  is  impossible  to 
give  an  indication  as  to  the  number  of  old  folk  who  would  other- 
wise have  required  institutional  care,  but  it  must  be  quite  high. 
The  combination  of  district  nursing  sister  and  home  help  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  in  avoiding  the  need  for  care  in  hospital. 

6.  Home  Help  Service 

In  this,  the  first  complete  year  of  the  Home  Help  Service, 
there  has  been  a steady  increase  in  the  demand  for  domestic 
assistance.  The  majority  of  appli cants  were  aged  and  infirm  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that,  without  domestic  assistance,  many  of  these 
would  have  required  admission  to  a residential  home  or  a hospital 
for  the  chronic  sick. 


• 

— 

Infirm 

Maternity 

Other 

Annan  Burgh 

2 

2 

Lockerbie  Burgh  ... 

1 

. . . 

Lochmaben  Burgh 

3 

Moffat  Burgh 

2 

Langholm  Burgh  ... 

3 

... 

Sanquhar  Burgh  ... 

1 

... 

... 

Landward  Area 

25 

4 

i 

Total 

37 

4 

3 

Number  of  home  helps  employed  during  the  year  — 19. 


7.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

(a)  Vaccination  against  Smallpox 
The  numbers  of  vaccinations  recorded  were  as  shown  in  the 
following  table  : — 


II 


Primary  vaccination  Re -vaccination 


Successful 

No  reaction 

Successful 

No  reaction 

Born  in  the  year 
' 1958  

466 

14 

Aged  1-5  years  ... 

315 

10 

2 

Aged  over  5 years 

41 

' ' 61 

17 

Totals 

822 

24 

63 

17 

(b)  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and 

Tetanus 

During  the  year  the  practice  of  giving  combined  inoculations 
. against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus,  was  continued. 
In  all,  1,096  children  received  a full  treatment  and,  in  addition, 
1,229  received  single  maintenance  doses  when  they  entered  school 
: for  the  first  time. 


(c)  Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

Since  1956  poliomyelitis  vaccine  has  been  made  available  to 
i treat  certain  age  groups  of  the  population.  During  the  year  under 
ire  view  the  age  limit  was  extended  from  2-9  years  to  6 months- 
::25  years.  In  addition,  certain  groups  at  special  risk  of  contracting 
fthe  disease  became  eligible  for  vaccination.  It  was  also  decided  to 
thrive  a third  “boosting”  dose  to  children  who  had  already  received 
htwo  inoculations. 

Supplies  of  Salk  vaccine  were  readily  available  but  vaccine 
fiprepared  in  Britain  was  in  very  short  supply. 

The  number  of  individuals  inoculated  against  poliomyelitis 
fin  1958  is  as  follows  : — 

No.  of  children  aged  6 months-15  years 
No.  of  young  persons  aged  15-25  years 
No.  of  persons  at  special  risk 
No.  of  children  receiving  “boosting”  dose 

(d)  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 
\ he  practice  of  offering  B.C.G.  vaccination  to  certain  groups 

as  a protection  against  tuberculosis  was  continued.  Those  in 
contact  with  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  were  treated  by 
■physicians  of  the  hospital  authority,  and  the  school  children  by 
the  Council’s  medical  staff. 


...  5,558 
60 

...  49 

...  166 
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The  particulars  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Group 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Negative 

Reactors 

— 

Vaccinated. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Contacts 

... 

72 

49 

42 

47 

42 

47 

’ School  children 

... 

306 

287 

285 

271 

j 3*17 

304 

8.  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

There  were  four  deaths  from  tuberculosis  (3  respiratory,  I 
non-respiratory).  The  mortality  rate  was  0.06  per  1.000  of  the 
population  as  compared  with  0.1  in  the  previous  year. 

During  the  year,  the  numbers  of  patients  notified  as  suffering 


from  tuberculosis  were  as  follows  : — 

M. 

F. 

Total 

No.  of  cases  notified  (respiratory) 
No.  of  cases  notified  (non- 

16 

13 

29 

respiratory) 

3 

11 

14 

There  were  ten  fewer  notifications  of  respiratory  disease  and 
five  more  of  non-respiratory  forms  of  the  disease  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 

Thirty  patients  suffering  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  i 
admitted  to  hospital  as  compared  with  48  in  1957.  At  the  end  of  i 
the  year  only  16  persons  were  receiving  hospital  treatment,  a : 
clear  indication  of  the  ever-lessening  need  for  in-patient  accom-  I 
modation. 

There  were  408  names  (183  males,  225  females)  in  the  tuber- 
culosis  register  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Of  these  patients,  362  were 
listed  because  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  46  because  of  non- 
respiratory  disease.  The  great  majority  of  these  patients  have 
completed  their  active  treatment  and  now  are  under  periodic 
observation  and  surveillance. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  examination  of  persons  in  contact 
with  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  continues  to  be  one  of  the 
principal  preventive  measures  against  the  disease.  It  is  invariably 
found  that  those  at  risk  are  most  anxious  to  co-operate. 
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Additional  nourishment  in  the  form  of  milk  was  supplied  on 
the  authority  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Chest  Physician.  Shelter  huts  were  provided  in 
suitable  cases  but,  as  re-housing  continues,  the  need  for  these 
diminishes  steadily.  All  housing  authorities  in  the  area  continue 
to  give  some  degree  of  priority  in  the  re-housing  of  tuberculous 
patients. 

The  liaison  between  the  Health  Department  and  the  Chest 
Hospital  continues  to  be  excellent  and  the  practice  whereby  the 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  attends  out-patient  clinics  at  Loch- 
maben  Chest  Hospital  has  everything  to  recommend  it.  During 
the  year  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  made  1,048  domiciliary 
visits. 

(b)  Chiropody 

The  County  Council  continued  to  make  a contribution  to  the 
Dumfries  Branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  in  respect  of  the 
chiropody  services  provided  by  the  Society.  During  the  year  the 
service  was  extended  to  Langholm  and  Lochmaben,  but  there  is  no 
doubt  that  much  remains  to  be  done  in  this  field. 

(c)  Prevention  of  Accidents  in  the  Home 

The  district  nursing  sisters,  health  visitors  and  members  of 
the  medical  staff  continue  to  play  the  major  part  in  warning 
against  the  occurrence  of  accidents  in  the  home.  Their  efforts, 
fortified  by  suitable  propaganda  material,  were  intensified 
during  the  “Guard  that  Fire”  campaign.  It  is  very  doubtful  if 
these  efforts  were  really  effective. 

(d)  Smoking  and  Lung  Cancer 

The  general  attitude  towards  the  dangers  of  smoking  is  one  of 
indifference.  There  is  no  evidence  that  local  or  national  efforts  to 
abate  smoking  has  had  any  effect. 

9.  Control  of  Communicable  Diseases 

During  the  year,  143  notifications  of  communicable  diseases 
were  received.  The  details  are  given  in  the  following  table,  together 
with  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  past  nine  years  : — 


Infectious  Diseases. 
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10.  Mental  Health 

During  the  year,  two  persons  were  admitted  to  mental 
hospitals  at  the  instance  of  the  Authorised  Officers. 

Three  mental  defective  patients  were  admitted  to  certified 
institutions  so  that,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  28  patients,  whose 
ordinary  residence  is  in  Dumfriesshire,  were  receiving  care  in 
certified  institutions.  Six  defectives  are  boarded-out  in  Dum- 
friesshire and  three  are  under  guardianship  outwith  the  County. 

An  interesting  development  in  the  area  has  been  the  creation 
of  a geriatric  unit  at  Crichton  Royal.  The  unit  is  experimental, 
but  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  it  will  be  a permanent  and  most 
useful  addition  to  the  services  provided  at  Crichton  Royal. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Section  21 — Residential  Accommodation 

The  following  table  shows  the  particulars  of  persons  afforded 
residential  accommodation  during  the  year  : — 


Rowant 

Hous 

ree 

3 

Notwen 

House 

Benreay 

M. 

F. 

c. 

M. 

F. 

C. 

M. 

F. 

Number  of  residents  at  1/1/58 

16 

13 

i 

7 

11 

4 

6 

Number  of  admissions  during  the 

year 

8 

8 

14 

11 

0 

6 

Number  of  discharges  during  the 

year  

11 

6 

9 

11 

4 

1 

3 

Number  of  residents  at  31/12/58  ... 

13 

15 

i 

12 

11 

2 

3 

9 

The  alterations  at  Benreay  to  provide  accommodation  for  an 
assistant  matron  and  to  form  additional  sitting-room  accommo- 
dation for  residents  were  completed  during  the  year. 


Section  29 — Welfare  Services  for  the  Handicapped 

Blind  Persons. — During  the  year  10  new  cases  of  blindness 
were  certified.  The  total  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  register 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  89  (42  males,  47  females).  These  cases 
TOay  be  classified  as  follows  : — 
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At  school  in  a Blind  Institution  ...  ...  ...  ...  5- 

Employed  in  Workshops  for  the  Blind  ...  ...  ...  3 

Employed  as  “Home  Workers’’  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Not  available  for  employment,  i.e.,  housewives,  etc.  ...  54 
Not  capable  of  work  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Total  89 


The  Council  delegates  its  functions  in  regard  to  the  welfare- 
of  blind  persons  to  the  Mission  to  the  Outdoor  Blind. 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Persons. — The  welfare  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb  is  delegated  to  the  Dumfries  and  Kirkcudbrightshire 
Mission  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

CHEMICAL  LABORATORY 

It  was  found  necessary  for  reasons  of  cost  to  discontinue  the 
chemical  laboratory  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  work  hitherto 
carried  out  at  the  County  Buildings  will  be  transferred  to  a firm 
of  private  analysts  in  Glasgow. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  undertaken  at  the- 
chemical  laboratory  during  1958  : — 


Table  showing  the  Number  and  Nature  of  Samples  analysed  during  the  year  1958. 
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MILK  SUPPLIES  (1958) 

1.  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914 

The  total  amount  of  milk  produced  in  the  County  diming  the 
year  was  22,323,046  gallons  as  against  22,687,235  gallons  last 
year.  Of  this  amount  99.56%  was  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk  ; 
the  percentage  last  year  was  99.47%. 

Two  new  dairy  farms  were  registered,  and  six  “Tuberculin 
Tested”  dairies  ceased  milk  production  during  the  year.  The  total 
number  of  producing  dairies  in  the  County  is  now  838.  four  less 
than  last  year.  This  total  is  made  up  of  7 “Certified."  820 
“Tuberculin  Tested”,  and  5 “Ordinary”  dairies.  It  is  gratifying 
to  report  that  the  “Ordinary”  dairies  have  been  reduced  by  three 
during  the  jrear,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  remainder  will  be  elimina  - 
ted  in  the  near  future. 

At  one  hundred  and  forty- one  dairy  farms  the  milk  is  cooled 
by  mechanical  cooling  plant.  Most  of  these  coolers  in  use  are  of 
the  chilled  water  type,  and  only  a few  are  direct  expansion 
coolers.  Many  more  farmers  would  have  adopted  mechanical 
milk  cooling  before  now,  but  have  been  awaiting  developments  in 
connection  with  the  bulk  holding  and  collection  of  farm  milk 
before  making  a decision. 

2,289  visits  were  made  to  dairy  farms  during  the  year,  as 
follows  : — 


Milk  (Spec.  Des.) 

Scottish  Milk 

. 

Routine 

Structural 

Orders 

Testing  Scheme 

Miscellaneous 

569 

293 

1097 

145 

185 

At  the  request  of  the  United  Kingdom  Atomic  Energy 
Authority,  arrangements  were  made  with  this  department,  to 
sample  milk  from  selected  farms  in  the  County  at  regular  intervals 
for  research  purposes.  This  work  accounts  for  many  of  the 
miscellaneous  visits  recorded. 

The  three  creameries  in  the  County  operated  satisfactorily 
during  the  year,  but  the  unsatisfactory  method  adopted  for 
sterilising  road  tankers  still  persists.  The  Scottish  Milk  Marketing 
Board,  are,  however,  investigating  the  possibility  of  improved 
methods  of  sterilising  road  tankers. 
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2.  Retail  Milk  Supplies 

The  total  number  of  milk  retailers  in  the  County  is  26,  which 
is  2 less  than  last  year.  Twelve  of  this  number  are  producer 
retailers.  In  addition,  there  are  9 shops  registered  for  the  sale  of 
bottled  milk. 

Five  retailers  hold  “Certified”  licences,  and  two  producers 
who  do  not  retail  milk  themselves  hold  “Certified”  licences  for 
the  purpose  of  producing  and  bottling  “Certified”  milk  for 
Edinburgh  and  Dumfriesshire  Dairy  Co.  Eighteen  retailers  hold 
“Tuberculin  Tested”  licences,  and  two  are  licensed  for  the  sale  of 
“Pasteurised”  milk.  One  retailer  sells  “Ordinary”  milk,  but  he 
receives  his  supply  from  a farm  producing  “Tuberculin  Tested” 
milk. 

Routine  inspections  of  retail  premises  and  sterility  rinses  of 
bottles  and  plant  all  proved  satisfactory. 

Seventy-three  samples  of  retail  milk  were  taken  during  the 
year,  and  20  or  approximately  22%  of  these  proved  unsatisfactory. 
All  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  due  to  unsatisfactory 
incoming  supplies. 


3.  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme 

There  were  12  suppliers  of  school  milk  and  all  of  the  supplies 
were  sampled  during  each  school  term.  Fifty-five  samples  were 
taken,  and  subjected  to  bacteriological  examinations,  and  of 
these  17  proved  unsatisfactory.  Twelve  of  the  unsatisfactory 
samples  were  initial  samples,  and  five  were  follow-up  samples. 
Seven  suppliers  were  concerned  with  the  unsatisfactory  samples, 

4.  Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme 

The  number  of  notifications  from  creameries  as  to  milk 
supplies  failing  tests  under  the  scheme  was  264.  Last  year  the 
figure  was  188. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  notifications 
in  their  various  categories  from  each  creamery  receiving  milk 
from  Producers  in  the  County  : — 
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Creamery 

Weekly  Tests 

Platform 

Tests 

Total 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Carnation  Milk  Factory 

85 

26 

7 

56 

174 

Lockerbie  Creamery 

16 

5 

2 

5 

28 

Sanquhar  Creamery  ... 

5 

... 

23 

28 

Cowhill  Creamery 

2 

1 

... 

... 

3 

Murchie’s  Creamery  ... 

1 

... 

... 

21 

22 

Edinburgh  and  Dumfriesshire 
Dairy  Company 

... 

... 

2 

2 

Other  Creameries 

5 

2 

... 

7 

Totals 

114 

34 

9 

107 

264 

5.  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Orders,  1934 

The  attention  of  a number  of  producers  was  drawn  to  the 
defective  and  unsatisfactory  condition  of  milk  churns  and  lids. 
In  most  cases  these  were  repaired  or  replaced  with  new  transport 
cans. 


6.  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland)  Orders,  1951  52 

Thirty-one  producers’  “Tuberculin  Tested”  licences  were 
granted  during  the  year.  Of  these  5 were  new  farmers  taking 
over  farms  where  the  previous  producer  had  held  a “Tuberculin 
Tested”  licence,  and  21  were  merely  changes  in  the  name  of  the 
licensed  producer.  Thus  5 entirely  new  “Tuberculin  Tested” 
licences  were  issued.  These  were  made  up  of  three  “Ordinary” 
dairies  upgraded  to  “Tuberculin  Tested”  and  two  new  dairies 
which  went  right  on  to  the  production  of  “Tuberculin  Tested” 
milk. 

Five  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  ninety-seven  milk  samples 
were  taken  during  the  year  Of  these,  5,862  were  of  “Tuberculin 
Tested”  milk  and  35  of  “Certified”  milk. 

The  total  number  of  unsatisfactory  samples  were  1,236 
“Tuberculin  Tested”  and  14  “Certified.”  374  “Tuberculin 
Tested”  producers  had  a completely  satisfactory  record,  189  had 
one  failure,  98  had  two  failures,  84  had  three  failures  and  81  had 
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four  or  more  failures.  Twenty-four  “Tuberculin  Tested”  pro- 
ducers had  three  consecutive  failures  and  14  had  four  or  more 
consecutive  failures. 

Of  the  35  Certified  ’ samples  taken  14  failed  to  comply  with 
the  prescribed  standard,  and  one  producer  had  4 consecutive 
failures. 

Four  thousand  of  the  samples  taken  had  bacterial  counts  of 
under  30,000  per  millilitre,  and  the  number  of  samples  which 
failed  because  of  the  presence  of  bacteria  coli  only  was  732. 

Eighty-two  sterility  rinses  of  dairy  utensils  were  taken,  74 
at  producers’  premises  and  8 at  retailers’.  These  proved  very 
helpful  in  tracing  the  cause  of  unsatisfactory  samples. 

The  following  table  shows  the  samples  taken  during  each 
month,  and  the  samples  which  proved  unsatisfactory  : — 


Month 

Samples  taken 

Samples  unsatisfactory 

J anuary 

546 

48 

February  ... 

425 

38 

March 

513 

44 

April 

478 

61 

May 

536 

78 

June 

477 

99 

July 

469 

228 

August 

457 

185 

September  ... 

537 

220 

October 

502 

108 

November  ... 

493 

76 

December  ... 

467 

65 

Totals  ... 

5900 

1250 

Thirty-eight  “Tuberculin  Tested”  producers  were  reported 
in  connection  with  unsatisfactory  milk  samples  and  methods  of 
production.  Each  case  was  considered  by  the  appropriate  com- 
mittee of  the  County  Council  and  the  licences  of  six  producers 
were  suspended.  Thirty-one  producers  were  warned  that  in  the 
event  of  further  unsatisfactory  samples  being  obtained  or  other 
evidence  of  unsatisfactory  methods  of  production  being  found, 
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their  licence  would  be  suspended  or  revoked.  In  practically 
every  case  the  follow-up  samples  from  these  producers  proved 
satisfactory. 


7.  Biological  Testing  of  Milk 

At  the  request  of  the  Department  of  Health  this  sampling 
was  discontinued  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  only  two 
samples  were  taken.  The  samples  which  were  examined  for  the 
presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  gave  negative  results. 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  July,  1958 

1.  List  of  Staff 

See  beginning  of  this  Report 


2.  General  Statistics 

Population  of  the  County  and  Small  Burghs  ...  ...  61,275 

Population  of  the  Burgh  of  Dumfries  ...  27,432 

[Number  of  schools  : — 

(a)  Primary  schools  f under  the  Education 

(b)  Secondar}'-  schools  I Authority  ...  ...  88 

(c)  (i)  Special  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(ii)  Special  classes  in  ordinary  schools  ...  ...  2 

(d)  In  receipt  of  grant  from  Education  Authority  ...  1 

(e)  Nursery  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(f)  Occupation  centres  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(g)  Baron}'’  school  (residential)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  children  on  the  registers  ...  ...  ...  14,912 

Number  of  children  in  average  attendance  ...  ...  13,408 


3.  Sanitary  Conditions  of  Schools 

Improvements  and  alterations  in  heating  have  been  carried 
out  at  six  schools. 

Classroom  floors  have  been  renewed,  and  galleries  removed 
in  five  schools. 

The  programme  for  improvement  in  lighting  has  been  con- 
tinued. 

Wash-hand  basins  have  been  installed  at  one  school  and  a 
hot  water  supply  at  another. 

Three  new  staff-rooms  have  been  provided  and  the  pro- 
gramme for  the  refurnishing  of  staff- rooms  has  been  continued. 

Tarmacadam  has  been  laid  on  five  playgrounds  and  a cycle 
shed  provided  for  one  school. 

4.  Organisation  and  Administration 

The  poliomyelitis  immunisation  scheme  (Appendix  IT)  has 
been  carried  on  vigorously  all  the  year  up  to  the  end  of  June. 
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Owing  to  the  extension  of  age  groups  eligible  for  treatment,  this- 
work  interfered  considerably  with  the  usual  programme  of  routine 
medical  inspection,  and  a number  of  smaller  schools  were  visited 
only  once  for  routine  inspection  during  the  year. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  (Appendix  I)  continued  to  be  offered 
as  a routine  measure  to  the  appropriate  age  group. 

An  audiometer  has  recently  been  acquired  for  use  in  the 
schools.  The  two  Health  Visitors  have  been  trained  in  its  use  and 
have  begun  sweep-testing  of  children  aged  six  years  and  children 
of  other  age  groups  suspected  of  being  deaf  (Appendix  IV). 

An  attempt  to  ascertain  the  visual  acuity  of  school  entrants 
Avas  begun  during  the  year  (Appendix  III). 

5.  Findings  at  Medical  Inspection 

A total  of  8,033  children  were  medically  examined  as 


follows  : — 

Systematic  examination  of  age  groups  ...  ...  ...4.130 

Other  systematic  examinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  277 

Special  cases  seen  at  routine  visits  ...  ...  ...  159 

Special  cases  seen  at  special  visits  ...  ...  ...  216 

Re-inspections  of  children  found  to  have  defects  at 

pre\dous  examinations  ...  ...  ...  ...3,251 

Attendance  of  parents.  1957-58  1956-57 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  80.65%  79.54% 

2nd  age  group  38.03%  30.85% 

3rd  age  group  ...  ...  1 .02  % 1.36% 

4th  age  group  ......  — — 

Other  systematic  examinations  29.96%  12.S9%. 


These  figures  continue  to  show  the  upward  trend  in  the 
number  of  parents  attending  the  routine  inspections.  This  in- 
crease is  greatest  in  the  9 year-old  group,  which  indicates  that 
parents  are  taking  more  interest  than  in  previous  years. 

Clothing — unsatisfactory  : — 

Boys — 1 (0.05%) 

Girls  — 1 (0.05%) 

F ootgea r — unsatisfactory  : — 

Boys...  ...  ...  ...  1 (0.05%) 

Girls  — 


1 (0.05%) 
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Uncleanliness  : — 


(a)  Head  (dirty)  : — 


Boys 

— 

3 (0.14%) 

Girls 

— 

— 

Head  (verminous)  : — 

Boys... 

...  3 (0.14%) 

6 (0.27%) 

Girls 

...  35  (1.75%) 

45  (2.14%) 

(b)  Body  (dirty)  : — 

Boys... 

...  6 (0.28%) 

6 (0.27%) 

Girls  

- 2 (0.1%) 

3 (0.14%) 

Body  (verminous)  : — 

Boys... 

— 

— 

Girls  

— 

1(0.05%) 

Uncleanliness  among  the  children  whose  parents  have  previously 

been  notified  of  the  routine  examination  is  rare. 

The  figures  for 

verminous  heads  decrease  year  by  year.  Ten 

years  ago  the 

figures  were  : (boys — 70  ; 

girls — 302). 

Skin. 

(a)  Head 

Ringworm  ... 

Boys  — 

— 

Girls  1 (0.05%) 

— 

Impetigo 

Boys  1 (0.05%) 

4 (0.18%) 

Girls  4 (0.2%) 

1 (0.05%) 

Other  diseases 

Boys  10  (0.47%) 

4 (0.18%) 

Girls  8 (0.4%) 

6 (0.28%) 

(b)  Body  : — 

Ringworm  ... 

Boys  1 (0.05%) 

1 (0.05%) 

Girls  — 

— 

Impetigo 

Boys  1 (0.05%) 

2 (0.09%) 

Girls  — 

— 

Scabies 

Boys  — 

— 

Girls  3 (0.15%) 

— 

Other  diseases 

Boys  34  (1.59%) 

34  (1.55%) 

Girls  32(1.6%) 

27  (1.28%) 

Nutritional  State  : — 
Slightly  defective  ... 


Boys  99  (4.64%) 
Girls  112  (5.61%) 
Boys 

Girls  — 


139  (6.34%) 
129  (6.12%) 
1 (0.06%) 
1 (0.05%) 


Bad  ... 
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These  figures  again  show  a decrease  compared  with  ten  years 
ago  (boys — 20%  ; girls— 16%). 


Mouth  and  Teeth  : — 

Unhealthy  ...  ...  Boys  15  (0.7%) 

Girls  20  (1.0%) 

23  (1.05%) 
17  (0.81%) 

Naso-Pharynx  : — 

(a)  Nose  : — 

Obstruction  requiring  observation  : — 

Boys  39  (1.82%) 
Girls  33  (1.65%) 
Obstruction  requiring  operation  : — 

59  (2.69%) 
45  (2.14%) 

Boys  21  (0.98%) 
Girls  30  (1.5%) 

Other  conditions  ...  Boys  7 (0.33%) 

Girls  3 (0.15%) 

(b)  Throat : — 

Tonsils  requiring  observation  : — 

22  (1.0%) 
17  (0.81%) 
4 (0.18%) 
6 (0.28%) 

Boys  88  (4.13%) 
Girls  83  (4.15%) 
Tonsils  requiring  operation  : — 

74  (3.38%) 
91  (4.31%) 

Boys  24(1.13%) 
Girls  30  (1.5%) 

(c)  Glands  : — 

20  (0.91%) 
27  (1.28%) 

Requiring  observation  Boys  5 (0.23%) 

Girls  4 (0.2%) 
Requiring  operation  : — 

Boys  — 

Girls  1 (0.05%) 

1 (0.05%) 
4 (0.19%) 

The  number  of  children  requiring  operative  interference  for 
tonsils  and  adenoids  shows  a slight  increase  this  year.  The  School 
Medical  Officers  refer  all  doubtful  cases  to  the  Ear.  Nose  and 
Throat  Specialist,  but  only  a proportion  of  these  actually  are 
selected  for  operation. 

Eyes  : — 


(a)  External  diseases  : — 

Blepharitis Boys  14  (0.66%) 

Girls  14  (0.7%) 

10  (0.46%) 

11  (0.52%) 
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Conjunctivitis 

...  Boys  3 (0.14%) 

4 (0.18%) 

Girls  10  (0.5%) 

10  (0.47%) 

Corneal  opacities 

. . . Boys  — 

— 

Girls  — 

1 (0.05%) 

Strabismus  ... 

...  Boys  29  (1.36%) 

23  (1.05%) 

Girls  22  (1.1%) 

37  (1.76%) 

Other  diseases 

...  Boys  9 (0.42%) 

1 (0.05%) 

Visual  Acuity  : — 

Girls  2(0.1%) 

4 (0.19%) 

Fair  ... 

...  Boys  436  (21.12%) 

387  (17.25%) 

Girls  446  (23.10%) 

419  (19.69%) 

Bad  ... 

...  Boys  106  (5.26%) 

68  (3.21%) 

Girls  103  (5.31%) 

79  (3.73%) 

Recommended  for 

refraction  : — 

Boys  126  (6.25%)  85  (4.01%) 

Girls  120(6.71%)  121  (5.71%) 

The  percentage  figures  for  strabismus  are  approximately  the  same 
as  the  average  over  the  last  ten  years.  There  is  no  indication, 
therefore,  that  there  is  any  increase  in  this  condition  among 
school  children.  Most  cases  of  strabismus  are  now  treated  in  the 
pre-school  years. 

The  average  percentage  figures  for  bad  vision  during  the  last  ten 
years  are  : — boys — 3.5%  ; girls — 4.5%,  so  that  this  year’s 
figures  show  some  increase.  It  seems  that  the  figures  for  bad 
vision  vary  from  year  to  year,  and  on  several  occasions  have 
been  as  high,  or  higher,  than  these.  No  particular  conclusions, 
therefore,  may  be  drawn  from  this  year’s  figures.  A note  on  the 
routine  testing  of  entrants  is  given  in  Appendix  III. 


Ears. 

i (a)  Diseases 


Otorrhoea  ... 

Boys 

8 (0.38%) 

1 (0.05%) 

Girls 

3 (0.15%) 

5 (0.24%) 

Other  diseases 

Boys 

5 (0.23%) 

2 (0.09%) 

Defective  Hearing  : — 

Girls 

— 

4 (0.19%) 

Grade  I 

Boys 

4 (0.19%) 

3 (0.14%) 

Girls 

2(0.1%) 

1 (0.05%) 
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Grade  IIa  ...  ...  Bovs  — — 

Girls  2 (0.1%) 

Grade  IIb Boys  — 

Girls  — — 

Grade  III  Boys  1 (0.05%)  1 (0.05%) 

Girls  — — 

These  figures  do  not  include  the  children  whose  hearing 

was  suspected  of  being  defective  on  routine  audiometric  testing 
(Appendix  IV). 


Speech. 

Defective  articulation  Boys 

Girls 

Stammering  . . . Bovs 

Girls 


6 (0.28%) 
2 (0.1%) 

5 (0.23%) 
1 (0.05%) 


6 (0.27%) 
4 (0.19%) 
2 (0.09%) 
2 (0.09%) 


Mental  and  Nervous  Conditions. 


During  the  session  1957-58,  a full  assessment  was  carried  out 
by  the  School  Medical  Officers  of  twenty-five  children  who  were 
considered  to  require  special  educational  treatment. 

The  work  of  the  Child  Guidance  Centre  during  the  year  is 
summarised  in  the  following  table  : — 


Number  of 
cases 

Discharged 

Treatment 

continued 

Waiting 

attention 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Psychological  and 
Educational 

104 

90 

284 

109 

52 

61 

30 

23 

9 

Speech  

130 

60 

190 

39 

19 

59 

27 

33 

13 

Psychiatric  

35 

18 

53 

17 

11 

17 

7 

1 

... 

Totals 

359 

168 

527 

165 

82 

137 

64 

57 

4?  9 

1957-58  1956-57 

Circulatory  System. 


(a)  Organic  heart  disease  : — 

(1)  Congenital  ...  Boys 


Girls 

Boys 

Girls 


5 (0.23%) 
3 (0.15%) 
3 (0.14%) 
3 (0.15%) 


5 (0.23%) 

3 (0.14%) 
5 (0.23%) 

4 (0.19%) 


(2)  Acquired 
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(b)  Functional  conditions  : — 


Bo}rs 

14  (0.66%) 

25  (1.14%) 

Girls 

25  (1.25%) 

36  (1.71%) 

(c)  Anaemia  Boys 

3 (0.14%) 

3 (0.14%) 

Girls 

1 (0.05%) 

Lungs. 

<a)  Chronic  bronchitis  ...  Boys 

1 (0.05%) 

1 (0.05%) 

Girls 

2 (0.1%) 

1 (0.05%) 

(b)  Suspected  tuberculosis  : — 

Boys 

— 

— 

Girls 

— 



(c)  Other  diseases  ...  Boys 

40  (1.88%) 

21  (0.96%) 

Girls 

18  (0.9%) 

20  (0.95%) 

Circulatory  and  respiratory  conditions  show  very  little  change 
from  the  previous  year,  with  the  exception  of  a definite  increase 
in  Other  diseases  of  the  Lungs”  caused  mainly  by  temporary 
catarrhal  conditions,  following  the  epidemic  of  influenza  during 
the  winter. 


Deformities. 

(a)  Congenital  Boys 

Girls 

lb)  Acquired  (infantile  paralysis) 

Boys 

Girls 

(c)  Acquired  (probably  rickets) 

Boys 

Girls 

(d)  Acquired  (other  causes)  : — 

Boys 

Girls 

Infectious  Disease. 

Boys 

Girls 


9 (0.42%) 
6 (0.3%) 

12  (0.55%) 
4 (0.19%) 

3 (0.15%) 

6 (0.27%) 
2 (0.09%) 

1 (0.05%) 
1 (0.05%) 

7 (0.32%) 

27  (1.27%) 
15  (0.75%) 

21  (0.96%) 
23  (1.09%) 

1 (0.05%) 

2 (0.09%) 
1 (0.05%) 

An  outbreak  of  acute  gastro-enteritis  affecting  approximately 
five  hundred  children  attending  schools  in  Dumfries  and  district 
occurred  in  March.  Many  adults  in  the  same  area  were  also 
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affected.  The  disease  was  probably  due  to  milk-borne  infection 
with  Clostridium  Welchii. 

The  milk  supplied  to  the  affected  schools  was  stopped  and  an 
alternative  supply  arranged.  Thereafter  the  outbreak  quickly 
subsided.  In  each  case  the  illness  was  of  short  duration  and 
complete  recovery  was  the  rule. 

Other  Diseases  or  Defects. 

Boys  34(1.59%)  31  (1.41  %> 

Girls  21(1.05%)  36  (1.71  %> 

No  comment  is  required  on  the  figures  under  the  last  three  headings 
as  they  remain  very  much  the  same  as  last  year. 

General  Statement  of  Defects. 

Referring  to  Table  III,  there  is  no  marked  difference  from 
last  year  in  the  overall  picture  of  children  of  all  age  groups,  with 
the  exception  of  a slight  rise  in  defects  catalogued  as  "temporary.” 
There  are,  however,  some  differences  in  the  percentages  in 
the  separate  age  groups,  notabty  a general  improvement  in  the 
entrants  group,  and  a slight  worsening  in  the  second  age  group. 
The  number  of  children  examined  in  the  fourth  age  group  is  so 
small,  that  no  deductions  should  be  made  from  those  figures. 

STATISTICAL  TABLES 
Table  I 

Total  number  of  children  examined  at  : — 

A.  Systematic  examinations  : — 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Entrants 

772 

706 

1478 

Second  age  group 

654 

587 

1241 

Third  age  group 

647 

624 

1271 

Fourth  age  group 

59 

81 

140 

2132 

1998 

4130 

Other  systematic  examinations  (i’.e.,  children  missed  at  age 
group  but  subsequently  examined  systematically)  : — 


Boys  Girls  Total 

137  140  277 
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B.  Other  examinations  : — 

(1)  Special  cases  seen  at  routine  visits  ...  ...  ...  159 

Special  cases  seen  at  special  visits  ...  ...  ...  216 

Number  of  special  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

(2)  Re-inspections  by  school  medical  officers  : — 

For  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...3,251 

For  uncleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  181 

Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  systematic 
examinations  who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring 
treatment  : — 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Second  age  group  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

Third  age  group  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Fourth  age  group  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 


233 

Total  number  notified  for  uncleanliness...  ...  ...  18 

Visits  by  Health  Visitors  and.  District  Nursing  Sisters 

Visits  to  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,011 

Number  of  children  seen  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,912 

Number  of  re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  78,868 

Number  of  home  visits  paid  ...  ...  ...  ...  794 
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Table  II. — Systematic 


Return  of  Number  and  Percentage  of  Individual 


Nature  of  Defect. 

Total 
examined 
at  all  ages 

4130 

Entrants 

Boys 

772 

Girls 

706 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

1.  Clothing  Unsatisfactory  

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2.  Footgear  Unsatisfactory  

... 

... 

... 

— , 

8.  Unoleanlinkss  : — 

(a)  Head — Dirty  

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Nits  or  Vermin  

... 

2 

0.26 

13 

1.84 

(b)  Body— Dirty  

... 

i 

0.13 

1 

0.14 

Verminous  

... 

... 

*** 

... 

4.  Skin 

(a)  Head — Ringworm  

... 

... 

... 

1 

0.14 

Impetigo 

... 

.*) 

0.28 

Other  Diseases  

2 

0.26 

1 

0.14 

(b)  Body— Ringworm  

... 

... 

Impetigo 

... 

Scabies  

...  | 

Other  Diseases  

14 

1.81 

7 

0.99 

5.  Nutritional  State  : — 

Slightly  defective  

... 

40 

5.18 

39 

5.52 

Bad  

... 

... 

... 

... 

6.  Mouth  and  Teeth  : — 

Unhealthy  

... 

4 

0.52 

3 

0.42 

7.  Naso-Pharynx  : — 

(a)  Nose — 

1.  Obstruction  requiring  observation 

2.S5 

24 

3.4 

li.  Obstruction  (probably  adenoids) 

requiring  operation 

21 

2.71 

27 

3.82 

iii.  Other  conditions  

5 

0.65 

2 

0.28 

(b)  Throat — 

i.  Tonsils  requiring  observation 

64 

8.29 

57 

8.07 

ii.  Tonsils  requiring  operation 

20 

2.59 

22 

3.12 

(c)  Glands — 

i.  Requiring  observation 

... 

o 

0.26 

4 

0.57 

ii.  Requiring  operation 

... 

1 

0.14 

8.  Eyes  : — 

(a)  External  Diseases — 

Blepharitis  

... 

... 

3 

0.39 

6 

0.85 

Conjunctivitis  

... 

5 

0.71 

Corneal  opacities 

... 

Strabismus  

... 

18 

2.33 

16 

2.27 

Other  Diseases  

4 

0.52 

(b)  Visual  acuity — 

Fair  

... 

3953 

289 

43.99 

296 

45.96 

Bad  

... 

34  j 

5.18 

27 

4.19 

Recommended  for  refraction  ... 

... 

49 

7.46 

31 

4.81 

Examinations. 


■Children  in  each  Age-Group  Suffering  from  particular  defects  : — 


Second  Age  Group 

Third  age  Group 

Fourth 

1GE 

Group 

ALL 

1 ► 1 
g 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

554 

387 

647 

624 

59 

81 

2132 

1 

1998 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

O/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

No.  % 

... 

... 

... 

1 

0.15 

1 

0.05 

... 

1 

... 

0.15 

9 

... 

1.53 

... 

13 

2.08 

... 

3 

0.14 

35 

1.75 

3 

L.. 

0.46 

1 

... 

0.17 

... 

2 

0.31 

1 

0.16 

6 

0.28 

•> 

0.1 

1 

0.05 

.... 

O 

0.34 

i 

0.15 

1 

0.05 

4 

0.2 

4 

0.61 

3 

0.51 

4 

0.62 

4 

0.64 

10 

0.47 

8 

0.4 

1 

0.15 

1 

0.05 

1 

0.15 

1 

0.05 

3 

0.51 

3 

0.15 

8 

1.22 

10 

1.7 

10 

1.55 

11 

1.76 

2 

3.39 

4 

4.94 

34 

1.59 

32 

1.6 

31 

4.74 

34 

5.79 

28 

4.33 

... 

37 

5.93 

2 

2.47 

99 

4.64 

112 

5.61 

6 

0.92 

7 

1.19 

5 

0.77 

7 

1.12 

3 

3.7 

15 

0.7 

20 

1.0 

10 

1.52 

4 

0.68 

6 

0.93 

4 

0.64 

i 

1.69 

1 

1.23 

. 

1.82 

33 

1.65 

3 

0.51 

21 

0.98 

30 

1.5 

2 

0.31 

1 

0.17 

7 

0.33 

3 

0.15 

16 

2.45 

21 

3.58 

6 

0.93 

4 

0.64 

2 

3.39 

1 

1.23 

88 

4.13 

83 

4.15 

3 

0.46 

5 

0.85 

1 

0.15 

3 

0.48 

24 

1.13 

30 

1.5 

2 

0.31 

1 

0.15 

5 

0.23 

4 

0.2 

... 

1 

0.05 

6 

0.92 

4 

0.68 

5 

0.77 

4 

0.64 

14 

0.66 

14 

0.7 

1 

0.15 

3 

0.51 

2 

0.31 

1 

0.16 

1 

1.23 

3 

0.14 

10 

0.5 

8 

1.22 

3 

0.51 

3 

0.46 

3 

0.48 

29 

1.36 

22 

1.1 

4 

0.61 

2 

0.34 

1 

0.15 

9 

0.42 

2 

0.1 

83 

12.69 

87 

14.82 

59 

0.12 

76 

12.18 

5 

8.47 

7 

8.64 

430 

21.12 

446 

23.01 

45 

6.88 

43 

7.33 

24 

3.71 

31 

4.97 

3 

5.08 

2 

2.47 

106 

5.26 

103 

5.31 

52 

7.95 

49 

8.35 

18 

2.78 

41 

6.57 

7 

11.86 

9 

11.11 

126 

6.25 

130 

6.71 

34 


Table  II. — Systematic- 


Return*  of  Number  and  Percentage  of  Individual 


Total 
examined 
at  all  ages 

4130 

Entr 

A3TTS 

Nature  of  Defect. 

Boys 

772 

Girls 

706 

No. 

% 

No. 

Of 

/ o 

6.  Ears  : — 

(a)  Diseases — 

Otorrhoea  

4 

0.52 

2 

0.28 

Other  Diseases  

2 

0.26 

... 

... 

(b)  Defective  hearing — 

Grade  I 

4 

0.52 

Grade  Il.a  

... 

... 

... 

... 

Grade  Il.b  

... 

... 

... 

.... 

Grade  III 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

10.  Speech 

Defective  articulation 

... 

6 

0.78 

... 

... 

Stammering  

5 

0.65 

... 

... 

11.  Mental  and  Nervous  Conditions  : — 

Backward  

... 

i 

0.14 

Dull  

4 

0.52 

i 

0.14 

Mentally  defective  (educable) 

2 

0.2s- 

Mentally  defective  (ineducable)  

... 

... 

... 

Highly  nervous  or  unstable  ...  

1 

0.13 

... 

Difficult  in  behaviour  

... 

... 

... 

... 

12.  Circulatory  System  : — 

(a)  Organic  heart  disease — 

i.  Congenital  

... 

3 

0.39 

3 

0.42- 

ii.  Acquired  

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

(b)  Functional  conditions  

... 

6 

0.78 

5 

0.71 

(c)  Anaemia 

... 

1 

0.13 

... 

... 

13.  Lungs 

Chronic  bronchitis  

... 

1 

0.13 

Suspected  tuberculosis  

... 

Other  Diseases  

... 

11 

1.43 

5 

0.71 

14.  Deformities 

(a)  Congenital  

... 

... 

3 

| 0.42 

(b)  Acquired  (infantile  paralysis)  

... 

1 

0.14 

(c)  Acquired  (probably  rickets)  

... 

(d)  Acquired  (other  causes) 

... 

8 

1.04 

3 

0.42 

(e)  Posturr.l  defects 

... 

... 

16.  Infectious  Disease 

... 

... 

1 

0.14 

16.  Other  Diseases  or  Defects 

... 

6 

0.78 

8 

1.13 
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^Examinations  (continued). 


CHILDREN  IN  EACH  AGE  GROUP  SUFFERING  FROM  PARTICULAR  DEFECTS  : — 


IICOHD  AGE  GROUP 

Third  Age  Group 

Fourth  a 

ge  Group 

ALL  i 

1GBS 

Boys 

Girl3 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

!54 

587 

1 

147 

e 

24 

59 

81 

21 

32 

1998 

— 

:o. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

n 

0.15 

1 

0.17 

3 

0.46 

8 

0.38 

3 

0.15 

-2 

0.31 

1 

0.15 

5 

0.23 

1 

0.17 

1 

0.16 

4 

0.19 

2 

0.1 

— 

2 

0.34 

... 

... 

2 

0.1 

I' 

::: 

1 

0.15 

... 

1 

0.05 

2 

0.32 

6 

0.28 

2 

0.1 

i 

0.17 

5 

0.23 

i 

0.05 

0.15 

1 

0.05 

i 

0.05 

* 4 

0.61 

i 

0.17 

2 

0.31 

10 

0.47 

2 

0.1 

2 5 

0.76 

i 

0.17 

2 

0.31 

3 

0.48 

7 

0.33 

6 

0.3 

- 1 

0.15 

i 

0.17 

... 

1 

0.05 

1 

0.05 

... 

1 

0.05 

... 

22 

0.31 

5 

0.23 

3 

0.15 

1 

0.15 

. . . 

2 

0.31 

3 

0.48 

3 

0.14 

3 

0.15 

« 6 

0.92 

7 

1.19 

2 

0.31 

12 

1.92 

1 

1.23 

14 

0.66 

25 

1.25 

22 

0.31 

1 

0.16 

... 

3 

0.14 

1 

0.05 

2 

0.34 

1 

0.05 

2 

0.1 

... 

•14 

1 2.14 

6 

1.02 

15 

2.32 

6 

0.96 

... 

... 

1 

1.23 

40 

1.88 

18 

0.9 

4 

1 0.61 

1 

0.17 

5 

0.77 

2 

0.32 

9 

0.42 

6 

0.3 

... 

l ... 

1 

0.17 

i 

0.16 

3 

0.15 

i 

0.15 

i 

0.16 

1 

0.05 

1 

0.05 

■ 9 

1 1.38 

4 

0.68 

10 

1.55 

8 

1.28 



27 

1.27 

15 

0.75 

1 

...  | ... 

1 ... 

...  , ... 

... 

1 

0.05 

11 

1 1.68 

6 

1.02 

17 

2.63 

7 

1.12 

...  1 ... 

... 

34 

1.59 

21 

1.05 

1 t 1 

36 


Table  III. — Systematic 


ENTRANTS. 

SECOND 

ace  Group. 

Classification. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

I.  Children  free  from  defects  

1060 

71.72 

886 

71.39 

II.  Children  (otherwise  free  from  defects) 
who  suffer  from— 

(a)  Defective  vision  not  worse  than 
6/12  in  the  better  eye  with  or 
without  glasses  

2 

0.14 

55 

4.43 

or 

(b)  Conditions  of  mouth  and  teeth 
requiring  treatment  

3 

0.2 

19 

1.51 

(c)  Both  (a)  and  (b)  

9 

0.16 

Total  

5 

0.35 

76 

6.12 

III.  Children  suffering  from  ailments  ("other 
than  those  mentioned  in  II.)  from 
which  complete  recovery  is  anticipated 
within  a few  weeks  ...  

182 

12.31 

107 

8.62 

IV.  Children  suffering  from  (or  suspected  to 
be  suffering  from)  defects  less  remedi- 
able than  defects  specified  in  II.  or 
III.  distinguishing  cases — 

(a)  Where  complete  cure  or  restoration 
of  function  (in  the  case  of  eye 
defect,  full  correction)  is  considered 
possible  

221 

14.95 

142 

11.44 

(b)  Where  improvement  only  is  con- 
sidered possible,  e.g.  without  com- 
plete restoration  of  function 

10 

0.68 

30 

2.42 

Total  

231 

15.63 

172 

13.S6 

Total  number  of  children  examined 

1478  1 

100%  | 

1241 

100% 

— 
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Mbdioal  Examinations. 


Third 
age  Group. 

Fourth 
Age  Group. 

Total. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

Per- 

of 

Per- 

of 

Per- 

Children. 

centage. 

Children. 

centage. 

Children. 

centage. 

958 

75.37 

99 

70.71 

3003 

72.69 

50 

3.93 

12 

8.57 

119 

2.88 

10 

0.79 

1.43 

34 

0.82 

... 

... 

2 

0.05 

60 

4.72 

14 

10.0 

155 

3.8 

82 

6.45 

19 

13.57 

390 

9.44 

140 

11.01 

6 

4.29 

509 

12.32 

31 

2.44 

2 

1.43 

73 

1.77 

171 

1.3.45 

8 

5.71 

582 

14.09 

1271 

100% 

140 

100% 

4130 

100% 
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Table  IV. 

Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  of  School  Aoe  in 

the  Area. 


Disability 

At 

ordinary 

schools 

At  special 
schools  or 
classes 

AthospitaU 
or  other 
Institutions 

At  no 
school  or 
institution 

Total 

1.  Blind  

... 

6 

... 

1* 

7 

2.  Partially  sighted — 

(a)  Refractive  errors  in  which  the 
curriculum  of  an  ordinary 
school  would  adversely  affect 
the  eye  condition  

2 

2 

(b)  Other  conditions  of  the  eye, 
e.g.,  cataract,  ulceration,  etc. 
which  render  the  child  unable 
to  read  ordinary  school  books 
or  to  see  well  enough  to  be 
taught  in  an  ordinary  school 

24 

1 

24 

3.  Deaf— 

Grade  I 

18 

18 

Grade  II. a 

33 

33 

Grade  Il.b  

1 

1 

2 

Grade  III.  

4 

... 

... 

4 

4.  Defective  speech- 

la)  Defects  of  articulation  re- 
quiring special  educational 
measures  

25 

... 

25 

(b)  Stammering  requiring  special 
educational  measures 

16 

... 

... 

... 

16 

.5.  Mentally  defective  (children  be- 
tween B and  16  years) — 

(a)  Educable  (I.Q.  50-70  “educa- 
tionally sub-normal”) 

32 

65 

1 

4 

102 

(b)  Ineducable  (I.Q.  generally  less 
than  50)  

o 

9 

10 

25 

46 

(c)  Maladjusted 

i* 

4 

... 

... 

5 

6.  Epilepsy — 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional 

19 

19 

(b)  Severe  (suitable  for  care  in  a 
residential  school)  

1 

1 

... 

2 j 

4 

7.  Physically  defective  (children  be- 
tween 6 and  16  years) — 

(a)  Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
(excluding  cervical  glands)... 

1 

i 

2 

(b)  General  orthopaedic  condi- 
tions   

77 

2 

7 

S6 

(c)  Organic  heart  disease 

31 

31 

(d)  Other  causes  of  Ul-health... 

18 

2 

20 

8.  Multiple  defects  ... 

3 

i 

4 

* Awaiting  transfer  to  special  school  or  class. 
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Table  V. 

Average  Heights  and  Weights  at  School  Medical 

Inspection. 


BOYS 


Age  Groups 

Entrants 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Number  measured... 
Average  age  (in  years) 
Average  height  (in  inches) 

557 
5 It 
43.66 

354 

Q 0 

52.2 

497 
13  A 
60.25 

47 

16  a 

67.5 

Number  weighed  ... 
Average  age  (in  years) 
Average  weight  (in  lbs.)  ... 

570 

5A 

43.47 

399 

9-nr 

64.1 

536 

13  A 

94.9 

52 

16  a 

135.9 

GIRLS 

Age  Groups 

Entiants 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Number  measured... 
Average  age  (in  years) 
Average  height  (in  inches) 

514 

5A 

42.52 

340 

Q 0 

51.1 

436 

13A 

61.43 

79 

16a 

63.3 

Number  weighed  ... 
Average  age  (in  years) 
Average  weight  (in  lbs.)  ... 

545 

^A 

40.59 

394 

9fV 

62.6 

445 

13  A 

101.42 

SO 

16^7 

122 

6.  Medical  Treatment 

A.  Attendances  for  Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments 

1.  Cuts,  bruises,  sprains  and  minor  injuries,  etc. 

2.  Diseases  of  the  ear 

3.  Diseases  of  the  eye  (excluding  defective  vision) 

4.  Diseases  of  the  skin  : — 

Ringworm  (scalp) 

Ringworm  (body) 

Scabies 
Impetigo 
Other  diseases 

5.  Pediculosis 


1,109 

33 

23 


3 

5 

123 

■120 

3,119 
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B.  Defective  Vision  and  Squint  : — 

] . Number  of  retinoscopies  performed  by  school  medical 

officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  465- 

2.  Number  of  children  referred  to  consulting  ophthal- 

mologist ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  139 

3.  Number  of  spectacles  provided  through  the  school 

health  department  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  405- 

Squints  are  treated  by  provision  of  glasses,  by  total  or 
intermittent  occlusion,  and  by  operation. 

C.  Nose  and  Throat  (operative  treatment)  ...  ...  124r 

D.  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects  : — 

Figures  not  available. 

7.  School  Dental  Service 

Report  by  Chief  Dental  Officer 
During  this  school  year  the  pupils  in  46  primary  schools, 
7 junior  secondary  schools,  1 senior  secondary  school  and  2 
nursery  schools  were  inspected  and  treated. 

The  mobile  dental  clinics  were  used  at  12  primary  schools 
and  2 junior  secondary  schools. 

Inspection. 

8,530  children  were  inspected  in  the  schools  by  the  dental 
officers  who  found  5,767  requiring  treatment  (67.6%)  and  of 
these,  3,087  accepted  treatment  (52.9 %). 

Treatment. 

2,960  children  were  treated,  with  5,895  attendances  for 
treatment,  averaging  1.9  visits  each  patient.  4.463  permanent 
teeth  were  filled  and  700  were  extracted.  1 ,077  temporary  teeth 
were  filled  and  2,082  were  extracted.  Orthodontic  appliances 
were  fitted  in  37  cases  and  partial  dentures  in  27  cases. 

There  were  1,440  other  operations  which  included  scalings, 
dressings,  and  orthodontic  adjustments. 

Sessions. 

A total  of  1 16  half-days  were  devoted  to  inspections.  The 
average  number  of  children  inspected  each  day  was  147. 

Treatment  sessions  numbered  1.131  and,  on  average,  10.4 
patients  were  treated  each  day. 

291  sessions  were  spent  on  clerical  work  after  inspections, 
making  appointments,  emergency  treatment  sessions,  and  non- 
routine  work. 
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44  sessions  were  used  by  the  Chief  Dental  Officer  on  super- 
vision at  the  schools  and  in  general  administration. 

Scope  of  Treatment. 

Complete  treatment  was  given  to  all  children  treated  with, 
an  average  of  1.87  fillings,  0.94  extractions  and  0.48  other  opera- 
tions each  patient. 

On  average,  each  dental  officer  did  9.8  fillings,  plus  4.9 
extractions,  plus  2.5  other  operations  every  day. 

Included  in  the  above  figures  are  the  treatments  given  at 
The  Barony  School  and  the  twice-yearly  inspection  and  treatment 
of  the  Dumfries  and  Annan  nursery  schools. 

In  the  nursery  schools  155  children  were  inspected,  85 
required  treatment  (54.8%),  49  parents  accepted  treatment 
(57.6%)  and  45  children  were  treated,  with  53  attendances.  The 
treatment  consisted  of  75  fillings,  plus  17  extractions  and  6 other 
operations  to  arrest  decay. 

Barony  School. 

40  boys  were  inspected,  23  required  treatment  (57.5%), 
17  accepted  treatment  (73.9%)  and,  with  an  attendance  of  27, 
had  38  fillings  and  3 extractions. 

Remarks. 

There  is  a decrease  in  the  numbers  treated  and  the  amount 
of  work  done  this  year  as  the  dental  officers  were  unfortunate 
in  losing  over  150  sessions  due  to  illness.  Even  so,  the  average 
of  740  patients  actually  treated  by  each  dental  officer  compares 
not  unfavourably  with  the  average  for  Scotland  for  last  year  of 
795  per  dental  officer  and  our  average  of  850  for  last  year. 

The  acceptance  for  all  the  schools  in  the  County  totals  5,148 
and  it  is  impossible  for  four  dental  officers  to  treat  this  number 
in  one  year  as  is  the  Department  of  Health  requirement.  At 
present,  the  schools  are  visited  and  treated  in  a rotation  in  four 
areas  and  it  is  found  that  the  time  between  the  visits  for  treat- 
ment is  16-18  months. 

The  length  of  time  between  each  visit  is  too  long,  as  per- 
fectly good  teeth,  at  one  visit,  can  quite  easily  be  unsaveable 
at  the  next  visit  of  the  dental  officer.  Also,  some  parents  give 
their  consent  to  treatment  in  the  school  service  then  withdraw 
the  consent  when  they  find  that  there  is  so  long  between  visits. 
This  is  probably  the  reason  for  the  acceptance  in  this  county 
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being  less  than  other  counties  which  have  a greater  number  of 
dental  officers  in  proportion  to  the  school  population. 

To  undertake  annually  all  the  treatment  necessary  in  the  schools 
in  this  county,  at  least  six  dental  officers  would  be  required. 


| Systematic 
examina- 
tions 

Special 

cases 

Total 

Age  2 years 

6 

... 

6 

3 „ 

6S 

... 

68 

4 

91 

91 

5 

693 

1 

694 

6 

706 

5 

711 

7 „ 

730 

5 

735 

8 

789 

8 

797 

9 

804 

11 

815 

10 

896 

4 

‘♦GO 

11 

739 

5 

744 

12  

717 

8 

725 

13 

846 

4 

850 

14 

843 

13 

856 

15 

295 

2 

297 

16  

138 

1 

139 

17  „ 

88 

1 

S9 

18 

13 

... 

,3 

Totals  ... 

8462 

68 

8530 

2.  Requiring  treatment 

5699 

68 

5767 

2a.  Accepting  treatment 

3019 

6S 

3087 

3.  Number  of  children  treated 

2892 

6S 

2960 

4.  Attendances  made  for  treat- 

ment 

57  IS 

177 

5895 

5.  Fillings  : — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

4395 

68 

4463 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

1077 

... 

1077 

6.  Extractions  : — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

680 

20 

700 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

2063 

19 

2082 

7.  Orthodontic  appliances 

37 

37 

7a.  Dentures 

27 

27 

8.  Other  operations  : — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

1232 

110 

1342 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

98 

98 

9.  Half-days  devoted  to  : — 

Inspection 

116 

116 

Treatment 

1131 

1131 

Office  work 

291 

291 

Administration 

44 

44 

10.  Number  of  children  refusing 

treatment 

2539 

2539 

11.  Number  of  children  treated 

under  private  arrange- 

ment 

974 

974 

12.  Number  of  forms  not 

returned 

141 

... 

141 
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8.  Special  Schools  and  Classes 

There  is  one  special  school  in  the  County  for  the  education- 
ally subnormal  (I.Q.  50-70  approximately),  and  two  special 
classes  for  the  same  type  of  child.  There  are  two  occupation 
centres  for  the  lower  grade  defectives  who  are  considered  inedu- 
cable but  trainable.  One  of  these  is  managed  by  the  Education 
Authority,  and  the  other,  opened  during  the  year,  by  the  local 
Society  for  the  Parents  of  Handicapped  Children. 

Handicapped  children  receive  education  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Physically  Handicapped  Children. 

(1)  At  residential  schools  : — 

East  Park  Home,  Largs  ...  ...  ...  4 

Westerlea  School  for  Spastics,  Edinburgh  1 
Coltness  House  School,  Wishaw  ...  ...  2 

Sedgwick  House  School,  Kendal  ...  ...  1 

John  Horniman  School,  Worthing  ...  1 

Irton  Hall  School,  Cumberland  ...  ...  1 

(2)  At  ordinary  schools  : — 

Whenever  possible,  physically  handicapped  children 
attend  the  ordinary  schools  and  transport  is  arranged  as 
required.  Those  unable  to  travel  to  the  ordinary  school 
receive  tuition  at  home. 

(b)  Blind  Children. 

Five  children  are  in  residence  at  the  Royal  Blind  School, 
Edinburgh,  and  one  at  St.  Vincent’s  School,  Glasgow. 

Partially  sighted  children  attend  the  ordinary  schools  and 
are  given  a favourable  position  in  the  classroom. 

(e)  Deae  Children. 

Three  children  are  at  St.  Vincent’s  School,  Glasgow,  and  one 
boy  attends  St.  Giles  Hard  of  Hearing  School,  Edinburgh,  and 
boards  at  a Church  of  Scotland  Hostel  nearby. 

Children  who  have  a lesser  degree  of  deafness  are,  in  suitable 
cases,  fitted  with  a hearing  aid  and  attend  the  ordinary  schools. 
Others  who  attend  the  ordinary  schools  are  suitably  positioned 
in  the  classroom 

(d)  Educationally  Subnormal  Children. 

Those  children  who  have  an  intelligence  quotient  of  approxi- 
mately 50-70  attend  one  of  the  special  schools  or  classes  it  this  is 
practicable. 
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Catherinefield  School,  near  Dumfries,  has  43  pupils  and  a 
staff  of  three  teachers.  The  special  class  at  Annan  Academy 
has  a roll  of  17  children  and  there  are  9 pupils  in  the  special 
class  at  Lockerbie  Academy. 

Other  educationally  subnormal  children  attend  the  ordinary 
schools  where,  in  some  cases,  there  is  special  provision  for  the  dull 
and  backward  child. 

The  two  occupation  centres  for  children,  whose  intelligence 
quotient  is  under  50,  have  15  children  on  their  rolls. 


ji.G.Or.  Vaccination. 
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Appendix  II 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis. 

Number  of  children  who  received  two  injections 

of  poliomyelitis  vaccine  ...  ...  ...  7490 

Number  of  children  who  received  one  injection 

of  poliomyelitis  vaccine  ...  ...  ...  29 


Appendix  III 

Vision  Testing  of  School  Infant  Entrants. 

A start  was  made  to  test  the  visual  acuity  of  children  aged 
five  years  in  Dumfries  Burgh  schools,  but  owing  to  pressure  of 
work,  only  98  children  were  so  examined. 

Lawson’s  Pictorial  Test  and  the  E Test  were  used  for  every 
child.  Experience  has  shown  that,  except  in  a few  cases,  the 
E Test  gives  better  results. 

Two  school  medical  officers  worked  together,  and  an  average 
of  7 children  per  hour  were  tested.  This  figure  will  be  increased 
w'hen  only  one  test  type  is  used. 

Of  the  98  children,  5 could  not  be  tested  on  either  type,  and 
another  5 refused  the  E test.  One  case  of  squint- was  found,  and 
5 other  children  with  doubtful  impairment  of  vision  were  noted 
for  review  in  a few  months’  time. 


Appendix  IV 


Audiometric  Testing. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  school  year,  192  cliildren  aged  six 
years  were  submitted  to  hearing  tests  with  an  audiometer.  Of 
these  children,  9 were  found  to  have  Grade  I defective  hearing 
and  12  Grade  II  hearing.  Of  the  latter,  8 were  referred  for  further 
investigation  by  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Specialist,  the  re- 
mainder were  undergoing  or  awaiting  treatment. 
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SANITARY  DEPARTMENT 


To 


County  Health  Office, 

County  Buildings, 

Dumfries. 


The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  and  the 
County  Council  of  the  County  of  Dumfries 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  of  the  work 
> carried  out  by  this  Department  during  the  year  1958. 

In  doing  so,  I wish  to  accord  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to 
the  members  of  the  County  Council  for  their  interest,  and  to  the 
members  of  my  staff  for  their  collaboration  and  support. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


JOHN  S.  BERRY, 

County  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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GENERAL 


Public  Services. 

Mr  Fletcher,  the  County  Engineer,  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  information  concerning  water  supplies,  drainage  and 
refuse  disposal  : — 

Water  Supply. 

During  the  year  1958  approximately  8 miles  of  new  mains 
have  been  laid.  The  water  storage  has  been  increased  by  \ million 
gallons  with  the  construction  of  a new  clear  water  tank  at  Sandy- 
ford.  Two  hundred  and  ninety  new  connections  were  made  in  the 
year — 8 industrial,  48  agricultural  and  234  for  domestic  use. 

It  is  proposed  to  start  work  on  the  Black  Esk  reservoir  in 
the  early  summer  of  the  year.  Work  is  proceeding  on  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Black  Esk  regional  scheme  in  the  Mid-Annandale  area. 

Drainage. 

Forty-seven  new  connections  were  made  during  the  year  to 
the  Council’s  sewers.  A drainage  scheme  to  serve  Gretna  Green 
has  just  been  completed,  and  work  is  about  to  start  on  one  at 
Harelaw  which  will  serve  11  houses  and  a school. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  scavenging  service  has  been  maintained  throughout  the 
year.  One  tip  at  Pennersaughs  has  been  closed  and  a new  tip  at 
Kirtlebridge  opened  in  its  place. 

HOUSING 

Housing  continues  to  be  one  of  the  major  duties  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  and  as  the  most  tangible  form  of  public 
health  to  the  general  public  it  occupies  a prominent  place  in 
their  interests. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  in  pursuance  of  the  policy  formed 
under  the  Housing  (Rent  and  Repairs)  (Scotland)  Act.  1954, 
called  for  a further  housing  programme  to  deal  with  unsatisfactory 
housing  for  the  three-year  period  ending  31st  December,  1961. 
In  order  to  satisfy  this  rr'juest,  a survey  of  the  housing  accom- 
modation in  the  landward  area  of  the  County  was  made,  and  this 
survey  revealed  facts  which,  although  vaguely  known,  were  not 
fully  appreciated. 
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In  order  that  the  housing  programme  to  be  framed  from  this 
information  could  be  adequately  overtaken  in  the  three-year 
period,  only  the  radically  bad  houses  were  considered,  and  it  was 
found  that  there  are  368  such  houses  in  the  County.  Of  these, 
only  129  of  the  occupants  were  applicants  for,  or  would  accept, 
the  tenancy  of  Council  houses,  the  remainder  being  content  to 
remain  in  their  present  accommodation  for  various  reasons,  the 
principal  of  these  being  old  age  and  economics.  It  would  appear 
from  the  results  of  this  survey  that  there  is  a need  for  a sub- 
standard type  of  dwelling  which  would  meet  the  demands  of  the 
majority  of  people  living  under  unsatisfactory  conditions,  and  at 
the  same  time  preserve  the  rural  amenities  of  the  County  as  well 
as  utilising  present  housing  accommodation  by  reconstruction. 
It  was  agreed  that  a small  pilot  scheme  of  reconstruction  to 
selected  unsatisfactorj"  houses  should  be  undertaken  in  the  in- 
coming year  and  a reappraisal  of  the  situation  be  taken  at  the 
•end  of  that  time. 

An  obvious  deduction  was  also  confirmed  from  this  survey 
concerning  “problem”  families,  that  they  are  invariably  found  to 
be  housed  in  poorer  type  dwellings  and  it  was  considered  that 
again  a scheme  of  modified  reconstruction  to  some  of  the  existing 
dwellings  in  the  County  would  enable  the  Local  Authority  to 
rehouse  these  families  in  greatty  improved  conditions  and  perhaps 
afford  the  opportunity  for  the  children  to  take  their  place  in  a 
normal  community.  The  number  of  “problem”  families  in  the 
landward  area  of  the  County  is  not  a great  one,  but  the  best 
manner  of  dealing  with  these  families  is  very  complex 
indeed. 

I do  not  think  the  answer  lies  in  rehousing  in  new  Council 
houses,  as  the  majority  of  the  people  so  classed  do  not  have  the 
mental  stability  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  amenities  so  offered, 
and  I would  rather  suggest  a long-term  policy  of  housing  the 
present  families  in  existing  property  which  had  been  acquired 
by  the  Local  Authority  and  reconstructed  to  provide  the  mini- 
mum sanitary  fittings  and  then  by  close  supervision  of  the  family 
to  raise  their  environmental  conditions  sufficiently  to  create 
the  ambition  for  first-class  living.  This  scheme  may  not  prove 
to  have  any  great  effect  on  the  adults  of  these  families,  but  it 
would  at  least  afford  the  opportunity  to  the  children  to  improve 
their  standards  as  they  attain  maturity.  There  may  be  a need 
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for  greater  co-operation  between  the  Welfare  services  and  the 
Housing  Authorities  if  progress  is  to  be  made  in  this  direction. 

The  large  number  of  Old  Age  Pensioners,  widows,  and  similar 
people  in  low  income  groups  also  presents  a varied  problem  in 
housing,  and  again  there  may  be  great  merit  in  providing  smaller 
houses  to  meet  the  needs  of  this  section  of  the  community  by  the 
acquisition  and  reconstruction  of  existing  houses. 

When  considering  the  economics  of  moving  house,  heed 
must  be  given  to  the  provision  of  extra  furniture  for  the  bigger 
house,  new  floor  coverings,  etc.,  which,  coupled  with  the  in- 
creased rents,  represents  an  expenditure  to  people  in  this  income 
group  far  beyond  their  means,  and  for  this  reason  alone  con- 
sideration must  be  given  to  the  provision  of  accommodation 
suitable  to  the  demands  of  these  people.  No  useful  purpose  can 
be  served  if  people  have  to  be  housed  in  accommodation  where 
the  physical  benefits  of  living  under  prescribed  ideal  horsing 
conditions  are  nullified  by  the  mental  anxiety  of  ‘'keeping  up 
with  the  Smiths’  or  the  Jones’.”  Housing  standards  must,  in 
my  opinion,  be  flexible  enough  to  provide  mental  well-being  as 
well  as  physical  comfort,  and  this  can  only  be  achieved  by  the 
provision  of  a variety  of  housing  standards. 

By  making  greater  use  of  existing  housing  by  modified 
reconstruction  a great  contribution  could  be  made  to  improving 
the  housing  conditions  of  a large  number  of  families  in  the  rural 
areas  of  the  County  at  much  less  cost  than  the  provision  of  new 
houses,  and  at  the  same  time  preserving  the  rural  aspect  of  the 
County. 

Salvaging  of  existing  housing  accommodation  by  acqui- 
sition and  reconstruction  has  been  successfully  carried  out  by  a 
number  of  Burgh  Authorities  where  the  problem  of  services  is 
very  much  more  easily  overcome,  and  where  groups  of  houses 
can  be  dealt  with  at  the  same  time.  The  same  conditions  in  a 
rural  area  are  not  easily  come  by,  but  at  the  same  time,  the 
problems  to  be  resolved  are  not  insurmountable,  and  the  results 
could  be  so  gratifying  as  to  stimulate  further  endeavours  in  this 
field. 

^ hen  reviewing  the  number  of  applicants  for  the  tenancy 
of  ( ouncil  houses  and  relating  these  applications  to  the  accom- 
modation occupied  by  the  applicants,  it  becomes  apparent  that 
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the  majority  of  the  people  on  these  lists  are  only  applicants  by 
reason  of  the  social  value  of  occupying  a Council  house.  Under 
these  circumstances  I would  urge  that  future  housing  programmes, 
either  by  way  of  reconstruction  or  the  provision  of  new  houses, 
be  directed  towards  dealing  with  the  tenant  in  the  unsatisfactory 
house  and  not  just  a repetitive  programme  to  satisfy  general  needs. 

The  demolition  of  houses  which  have  become  semi-ruinous 
presents  no  small  problem.  These  properties  may,  and  do,  become 
potential  sources  of  infestation,  may  become  fire  hazards  and, 
above  all,  do  become  eyesores. 

These  properties  are  for  the  most  part  dwellings  which  are 
the  subjects  of  Closing  Orders  contained  in  a row  of  dwellings,  or 
on  occasions,  dwellings  which  are  the  subjects  of  demolition 
orders  where  the  owners  cannot  meet  the  costs  of  demolition. 
The  cost  of  downtaking,  particularly  as  respects  houses  which 
have  been  made  the  subject  of  closing  orders  because  of  the 
relationship  of  adjoining  buildings  and  which  have  deteriorated 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  require  action,  can  be  a comparatively 
costly  undertaking,  the  value  of  the  materials  and  the  value  of  the 
site  being  generally  of  little  worth,  whereas  works  to  exposed 
gables  and  the  like  are  very  expensive. 

Some  progress,  however,  has  been  made  in  general  demo- 
lition of  unfit  houses  particularly  at  Watchhill,  Annan,  and  at 
Springfield,  Gretna,  and  it  is  proposed  to  demolish  several  unfit 
properties  at  Gretna  Green  and  at  Gretna  Township  in  the  near 
future.  In  the  cases  of  demolition  as  above,  the  works  were 
carried  out  by,  or  at  the  expense  of,  the  Local  Authority. 


New  Houses. 

New  houses  erected  during  the  year  numbered  374 

Comprising  : — 

Houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  for  General  Needs  286 
Houses  erected  by  Government  Departments  ...  ...  50 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Persons  ...  •••  •••  38 
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Details  of  these  houses  are  given  in  the  following  tables  : — 


Houses  Erected  by  the  Local  Authority 
(General  Needs) 


Type  of  House 

Situation 

No.  of  Houses  of 

Total 

2 apt 

3 apt 

4 apt 

5 apt 

Traditional 

Newington,  Annan  ... 
Heathhall/ 

2 

56 

54 

8 

120 

Loeharbriggs  . . 

14 

5S 

86 

8 

166 

Total 

16 

114 

140 

16 

286 

Houses  Erected  by  Government  Departments,  etc. 


Department 

Type  of  House 

Situation 

No.  of  Houses  of 

Total 

2 

apt 

3 

apt 

4 5 

apt  apt 

Atomic 

Energy 

Authority 

Traditional 

Newington, 

Annan 

... 

41  8 

49 

National  Coal 
Board 

Traditional 

Kirkconnel 

... 

... 

1 ... 

1 

Total 

... 

... 

42  8 

50 

Houses  Erected  by  Private  Persons  with  Assistance  under 
The  Hill  Farming  Act  and  Livestock  Rearing  Act 


Type  of  House 

Situation 

(Parish) 

No.  of  Houses  of 

Total 

2 apt 

3 apt 

4 apt  5 apt 

Traditional 

Wamphrav 

... 

1 j ... 

1 

Total  

... 

1 J ... 

1 

Houses  Erected  by  Private  Persons  with  Assistance  under 
The  Housing  (Scotland)  Acts,  1950  and  1952 


Type  of  House 

Situation 

(Parish) 

No.  of  Houses  of 

Total 

2 

apt 

3 

apt 

4 

apt 

5 

apt 

6 

apt 

Traditional 

Caerlaverock 

2 

2 

Durisdeer  ... 

2 

2 

Hoddom 

2 

2 

Holywood  ... 

i 

1 

Kirkmahoe 

i 

1 

Kirkpatrick-Fleming 

i 

1 

Lochmaben 

2 

Middlebie  ... 

i 

l 

Torthorwald 

i 

1 

Wood  (Colt) 

Dumfries 

1 

1 

Non- 

Traditional 

Lochmaben 

i 

1 

Total 

6 

9 

15 

Houses  Erected  by  Private  Persons  (without  Assistance) 


Type  of  House  Situation 

• (Parish) 

No.  of  Houses  of 

Total 

2 

apt 

3 

apt 

4 

apt 

5 

apt 

6 

apt 

Traditional  Annan 

1 

1 

2 

Dumfries 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Holywood  ... 

i 

i 

Morton 

2 

2 

i 

5 

Ruthwell 

. . . 

i 

i 

St.  Mungo  ... 

i 

... 

i 

Torthorwald 

i 

1 

Non-  Morton 

i 

1 

Traditional  Torthorwald 

3 

... 

3 

Total  

9 

6 

6 

1 

22 

HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS,  1950  AND  1952 

New  Houses  for  Agricultural  Workers. 

Proposals  for  the  erection  of  12  new  houses  for  agricultural 
workers  were  approved  and  grants  promised  by  the  Council  in 
terms  of  Section  3 of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1952,  during 
1958. 

Fifteen  new  houses  for  agricultural  workers  were  completed, 
and  grants  in  respect  of  these  paid,  during  the  year. 
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Improvements  to  Existing  Dwellings,  with  Grants. 

Grants  were  promised  during  the  year  by  the  Council  for  the 
improvement  of  109  dwellings  and  in  the  same  period  grants  were 
paid  in  respect  of  91  improved  houses. 

Modifications  have  now  been  made  to  the  Council’s  adminis- 
tration of  the  improvements  sections  of  the  Act,  the  principal 
alteration  concerning  the  reduction  of  the  maximum  amount 
of  grant  payable  from  £400  to  £300. 


Housing  Inspections. 


Six  hundred  and  two  inspections,  plus  survey  inspections, 
were  carried  out  during  the  year  under  review. 

Number  of  Section  9 Reports  on  Unfit  houses  ...  ...  67 


Number  of  Demolition  Orders  served 
Number  of  Closing  Orders  served 
Number  of  Undertakings  accepted 
Number  of  Closing  Orders  recalled 
Number  of  houses  demolished 
Number  of  houses  closed  ... 

Number  of  closed  houses  made  fit 


24 

27 

7 

3 

37 

50 

1 


Inspections  continue  to  be  made  of  the  accommodation 
occupied  by  selected  applicants  for  Council  houses  and  this  ensures 
that  no  transference  of  household  infestations  takes  place,  and 
at  the  same  time  affords  an  opportunit}'  of  appraisal  of  the  accom- 
modation being  vacated  with  a view  to  representation  for  closure 
or  demolition  before  the  accommodation  can  be  reoccupied  and, 
in  this  connection,  719  visits  were  paid. 


Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954,  and  the 
Rent  Act,  1957. 

The  fifteen  certificates  of  disrepair  issued  in  1957  continue  in 
operation.  No  further  application  has  been  received  under  the 
above  Acts. 


Building  Byelaws. 

The  number  of  plans  submitted  for  approval  under  the 
Council  s Building  Byelaws  continues  fairly  constant  as  the 
following  table  illustrates  : — 


55 


Nature  of  Proposed  Work 


Number 


New  Business  Premises  (excluding  Shops  and  Factories) 
Alterations  to  Business  Premises  (excluding  Shops  and 
Factories)  ... 

New  Factories  ... 

Alterations  and  additions  to  existing  Factories 
New  Shops 

Alterations  and  additions  to  existing  Shops  . . . 

New  Farm  Buildings  (excluding  Dairy  Premises) 

Alterations  to  Farm  Buildings  (excluding  Dairy  Premises) 
New  Pigsties,  kennels,  sheds,  poultry  houses,  stores,  etc. 
New  Dairy  Premises 

Alterations  and  additions  to  Dairy  Premises 
New  Private  Garages  ... 

Public  Garages  ... 

New  Permanent  Houses 
New  Temporary  Houses 

Alterations  and  additions  to  existing  Dwelling-house 
Conversion  of  Dwelling-houses  to  other  Premises 
Conversion  of  Premises  to  Dwelling-houses 
New  Halls  and  Public  Buildings 


Alterations  to  Halls  and  Public 
Porches,  greenhouses,  etc. 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
Shelters  ... 

Others 

Total 


Buildings 


23 

15 
3 

10 

3 

4 
14 

5 
14 

16 
11 
36 

3 

53 

1 

203 

8 

1 

8 

6 
9 

7 
5 

8 

466 


When  reviewing  the  breakdown  of  the  466  plans  submitted 
under  the  Council’s  Building  Byelaws,  it  is  gratifying  to  note 
that  258  of  these  are  concerned  with  dwelling-houses,  principally 
the  reconstruction  of  existing  houses  to  a standard  comparable 
with  a new  house.  It  will  be  readily  seen  that  the  medium  of 
reconstruction  must  still  be  considered  one  of  the  principal 
factors  towards  attaining  a higher  standard  of  living  accom- 
modation. The  undernoted  table  shows  the  extent  of  this  con- 
tribution during  the  past  six  years  : — 


56 


Year 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Number  of  proposals  concerned 
with  dwelling-houses  ... 

299 

305 

363 

307 

255 

258 

All  plans  in  respect  of  County  Council  building  projects, 
including  houses  and  schools,  were  submitted  to  this  Department 
for  approval. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  change  of  design  of  the 
larger  school  unit  it  has  been  found  necessary  in  some  instances 
to  adopt  the  one-pipe  system  for  the  plumbing  arrangements- 
and  reversion  to  the  use  of  cast-iron  drains  under  and  through 
buildings. 


Provision  of  Sanitary  Facilities  in  Dwelling-Houses. 


The  summarised  statement  given  below  details  the  progress- 
made  during  the  year  in  the  provision  of  sanitary  fittings  in 
existing  houses.  Although  there  is  a decrease  evident  from 
previous  years,  this  was  to  be  expected  but  the  figure  is  still 
commendably  high.  There  is,  however,  an  appreciable  number 
of  structurally  sound  dwellings  which  lack  proper  sanitary  facili- 
ties and  before  this  number  can  be  substantially  reduced  it  will 
be  necessary  to  provide  public  drainage  services  to  the  small 
community  thus  making  improvements  to  houses  in  these  areas 
possible,  and  it  would  in  many  cases  be  advantageous  if  Housing 
grant  could  be  paid  in  respect  of  a modified  scheme  of  recon- 
struction. This,  then,  would  only  leave  as  wastage  of  existing 
houses,  those  houses  on  unsuitable  sites,  incapable  of  drainage, 
or  too  costly  to  develop. 


Number  of  houses  provided  with  full  range  of  sanitary 
fittings... 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  W.C.'s  and  sinks  only 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  W.C.’s  only 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  sinks  only 

Number  ol  houses  provided  with  baths  and  or  wash- 
basins ... 

I otal  number  of  houses  provided  with  improved 
sanitary  fittings 


110 

i 

18 

6 

46- 

1S7 
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Number  of  houses  provided  with  new  or  improved 

drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  146 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  an  indoor  water  supply  52 

Water  Supplies. 

The  supervision  of  the  sampling  of  the  water  supplies  in  the 
landward  area  of  the  County  and  the  six  small  burghs  has  been 
carried  out  to  ensure  the  supply  of  good  quality  water  in  all  areas. 
A comprehensive  and  systematic  sampling  pattern  is  arranged 
with  the  County  Engineer  and  samples  are  drawn  at  predeter- 
mined points  so  that  all  supplies,  no  matter  in  which  part  of  the 
Count}',  are  sampled  and  submitted  for  analysis  at  least  four 
times  per  year.  The  results  of  the  analyses  of  these  samples  show 
that  the  quality  of  water  supplied  in  Dumfriesshire  is  very  high. 
The  small  private  supply,  which  must  be  still  continued  in  the 
more  remote  and  hillier  parts  of  the  County  absorbs  a great  deal 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  time  as  investigation  of  the  catchment 
area,  together  with  the  collection  and  storage  arrangements 
entails,  in  many  instances,  duplicate  visits  before  the  final  samples 
can  be  drawn  for  submission  to  the  analyst.  Samples  are  taken 
both  for  chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological  examination  in 
the  case  of  routine  sampling  and  also  when  samples  are  taken 
following  a complaint. 

The  following  table  gives  some  indication  of  the  amount  of 
work  carried  out  in  this  connection  during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  samples  of  water  taken  from  public  supplies  115 
Number  of  samples  of  water  taken  from  private  supplies  5 
Number  of  samples  of  water  taken  from  proposed  new 

private  supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  24 

Number  of  samples  of  water  taken  following  complaints 

(private  supplies)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Total  173 


One  hundred  and  ninety-nine  visits  were  made  in  con- 
nection with  applications  for  permission  to  connect  to  the  Council’s 
water  mains.  This  notification  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  ol  the 
applications  for  connection  to  the  Council’s  water  mains  affords 
him  the  opportunity  of  examining  the  fittings  to  be  supplied  and 
ensuring  the  adequacy  of  the  drainage  arrangements. 


Drainage. 

Six  hundred  and  six  smoke  tests  were  applied  to  drainage 
and  plumbing  installations  during  the  .year,  and  43  drainage 
plans  were  prepared  for  the  guidance  of  promoters  and  architects, 
this  latter  service  being  of  particular  importance  with  the  changing 
design  of  building  construction. 

Connection  to  the  Council's  sewer  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
County  Engineer  who  notifies  this  Department  when  an  applica- 
tion for  such  a connection  is  made  so  that  a drainage  lay-out 
satisfactory  to  the  requirements  of  the  Building  Byelaws  may  be 
designed  and  the  appropriate  test  applied  on  completion.  One 
hundred  and  fifty-four  such  applications  were  received  and 
investigated. 

Responsibility  for  supervising  the  installation  of  private 
drainage  systems  to  septic  tanks  is  to  some  extent  divided  between 
the  Rivers  Board  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Local  Autho- 
rity. Broadly  speaking,  the  Rivers  Board’s  function  is  to  prevent 
the  pollution  of  streams  and  water  courses  and  to  that  end  the 
Board  insists  that  sewage  works  shall  be  efficient  enough  to 
ensure  their  discharges  are  as  innocuous  as  possible.  To  satisfy 
itself  the  Board  advises  with  the  constructional  details  of  sewage 
works  and  controls  the  standard  and  point  of  discharge  of  efflu- 
ents. The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  responsibility  is  not  clearly  lessened 
by  the  appearance  of  this  new  Authority  except  that  he  has.  in 
some  degree,  abdicated  his  former  interest  in  the  construction  and 
functional  capabilities  of  sewage  works.  His  principal  function 
consists  in  general  supervision  of  the  drainage  project  including 
inspection  and  testing  of  the  drainage  and  deciding  whether  the 
installation,  including  the  discharge,  is  likely  to  endanger  water 
supplies  or  deleteriously  affect  public  health  generally.  It  is 
difficult  to  see  how'  a proper  demarcation  could  be  made  as  the 
points  of  view'  of  the  two  Authorities  are,  to  some  extent,  irrecon- 
cilable and  compromise  has  to  be  the  order  of  the  day.  The 

Sanitary  Inspector,  on  behalf  of  his  Local  Authority,  may 
encourage  the  owner  to  modernise  his  property  only  to  find  that 
the  River  Board  denies  the  ow  ner  permission  to  discharge  drainage 
effluent  to  the  stream  which  is  the  only  possible  outlet.  In  other 
instances  the  Board's  opinion  might  well  be  that  effluent  drainage 
should  be  disposed  of  into  the  ground  by  means  of  soak-aways 
whereas  the  Sanitary  Inspector  charged  with  precluding  the 
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possibility  of  public  health  nuisances  is  averse  to  this  procedure. 
The  dilemma  not  infrequently  presented  is  that  of  maintaining 
the  usefulness  of  dwelling-houses  at  the  possible  expense  of  soipe 
■contamination  of  a water  course. 

In  rural  areas,  in  some  instances  owing  to  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  the  siting  of  the  houses,  and  the  suitability  of  outfall, 
it  is  extremely  difficult  to  provide  separate  drainage  systems  for 
groups  of  houses.  Such  a problem  arose  with  a group  of  houses 
in  the  County  and  after  discussion  with  the  District  Sanitary 
Inspector  it  was  agreed  that  a communal  drainage  system  be 
provided,  the  entire  cost  to  be  borne  bjr  the  owners  of  the  dwell- 
ing-houses concerned. 

A suitable  system  was  designed  for  the  houses  and  approved 
by  the  Solway  River  Purification  Board  and  by  this  means  it 
was  possible  to  recover  eight  soundly  constructed  dwellings 
which  were  lacking  in  modern  sanitary  facilities. 

This  is  a method  of  achieving  improvements  to  dwelling- 
houses  which  should  be  encouraged,  as  it  helps  in  no  small  way  to 
eliminate  the  obvious  disadvantages  of  a number  of  small  septic 
tanks  serving  individual  properties. 

The  following  table  details  the  drainage  works  carried  out 
at  the  various  types  of  properties  : — 

Number  of  existing  houses  provided  with  new  or 

improved  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  146 

Number  of  existing  shops  provided  with  new  or 

improved  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  existing  factories  provided  with  new  or 

improved  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  public  buildings  provided  with  new  or 

improved  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  notifications  to  Solway  River  Board  ...  48 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the 
County  gives  cause  for  some  concern  if  a 100%  meat  inspection 
service  is  to  be  maintained. 

The  present  meat  inspection  service  is  principally  carried 
out  by  one  Sanitary  Inspector  whole  time,  two  part-time  students, 
one  unqualified  slaughterhouse  superintendent,  with  the  District 
Sanitary  Inspector  relieving  during  holidays  or  sickness.  With 


the  present  staff  it  is  only  possible  to  give  complete  inspection 
by  reason  of  long  and  irregular  hours,  and  although  these  con- 
ditions may  obtain  for  a time,  it  will  soon  be  necessary  to  review 
the  staffing  position  in  relation  to  this  service. 

Sheep  producing  areas  suffer  particular  hardship  in  that  the- 
responsibility  for  inspection  of  the  animals  rests  with  the  Local 
Authority  concerned.  As  the  great  majority  of  these  animals 
are  for  the  “export  trade”  and  bear  no  relationship  to  local 
consumption,  it  does  seem  unfair  that  the  producing  Authority 
should  be  held  responsible  for  this  expense.  A small  grant  is  at 
present  available  from  Central  Authority  but  the  amount  collected 
in  no  way  meets  the  entire  outlay.  It  would  appear  to  me  that  the 
basis  for  this  payment  is  on  a centralised  slaughter  pattern  and  no 
cognisance  is  given  to  the  higher  travelling  expenses  involved  in  a 
rural  area,  where  none  of  the  slaughter-houses  is  large  enough  for 
the  employment  of  a full-time  Detention  Officer,  but  large  enough 
to  take  up  a considerable  amount  of  working  time  with  the 
subsequent  travelling  of  considerable  distances  to  maintain  a 
satisfactory  service. 

In  the  County  (excluding  the  Burgh  of  Dumfries)  the  number 
of  animals  slaughtered  for  human  food  was  318,086,  comprised 
as  follows  : — 


Cattle 
Calves 
Sheep 

Pigs  

The  following  tables  show 


2,652 

32,798 

258,355 

24,281 

the  various  classes  of  animals 


slaughtered  at  the  seven  slaughter-houses  and  the  number  of 
carcases  wholly  or  partially  condemned  on  account  of  disease 
or  injury.  Separate  tables  show  the  reasons  for  the  condemna- 
tion. 
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PUBLIC  ABATTOIRS. 
Thornhill. 


Class  of 
Animal 

Number  of  Anim 

als 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Meat 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle  ... 

464 

10 

23 

5,366 

1.714 

Sheep  ... 

9,353 

23 

35 

1,119 

975 

Pigs  ... 

172 

3 

7 

213 

42 

Calves . . . 

9,919 

14 

5 

697 

178 

Totals  ... 

19,908 

50 

70 

7,395 

2,909 

Reasons  foe  Condemnation  : — 


Disease  or  Condition 

Wholly  Condemned 

Partially  Condemned 

Cattle 

Sheep  Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs  ; Calves 

Fevered 

4 

12  2 

10 

Septric  Metritis  . . . 

2 

2 

Septic  Pneumonia 

3 

... 

Emaciation 

i 

6 1 

. . . 

Arthritis  ... 

6 

20 

5 

Bruising  ... 

14 

14 

2 5 

Pleurisy  ... 

2 

1 

... 

Septic  Nephritis 
and  Peritonitis  . . . 

3 

Abscess 

1 

Oedema 

... 

3 

Joint  III  ... 



1 

... 

Totals 

10 

23  3 

14 

23 

35 

7 5 

Cysticercus  bovis  — 4 
(Passed  after  refrigeration). 
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Annan. 


Class  of 
Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in  Weight  in 
lbs.  lbs. 

Condemned  Condemned 
Meat  Offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle  ... 

601 

10 

94 

987 

Sheep  . . . 

7,589 

44 

6 

777 

.325 

Pigs  ... 

644 

9 

810 

263 

Calves  ... 

321 

2 1 

90 

20 

Totals  ... 

9,155 

55 

16 

1,771 

1,595 

Reasons  for  Condemnation  : — 


Disease  or  Condition 

Wholly  Condemned 

Partially  Condemned 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs  Calves 

Cattle  Sheep  Pigs  Calves 

Fevered 

19 

4 2 

Septic  Pneumonia 

6 

3 

Emaciation 

15 

2 

Septic  Metritis 

4 

Arthritis  and 

Bruising  ... 

...  ... 

6 

Bruising  ... 

...  | ... 

10  ...  

Totals 

44 

9 2 

10  6 

Cysticercus  bovis  — 7 

(Passed  after  refrigeration.) 

Tuberculosis.  7 pigs  affected  with  tuberculosis  of  head  only. 

2 pigs  affected  with  tuberculosis  of  head  and  mesenteric- 
nodes  only. 
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Lockerbie. 


Class  of 
Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Meat 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle  ... 

1.468 

4 

8 

2,517 

1,825 

Sheep  ... 

127,328 

40 

53 

1,987 

1,303 

Pigs 

758 

2 

5 

300 

56 

Calves  ... 

22,518 

52 

2 

1,945 

451 

Totals  ... 

152,072 

98 

68 

6,749 

3,635 

Reasons  foe  Condemnation  : — 


Disease  or  Condition 

Wholly  Condemned 

Partially  Condemned 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Emaciation 

3 

13 

1 

Fracture  ... 

2 

4 

3 

Fevered 

13 

1 

28 

Pneumonia 

... 

5 

1 

i 

6 

Extensive  Bruising 

3 

4 

34 

2 

Oedema 

1 

4 

15 

... 

Arthritis  ... 

2 

1 

9 

2 

... 

Immature 

. . . 

5 

... 

Joint  111  ... 

... 

3 

... 

Totals 

4 

40 

2 

52 

8 

53 

5 

2 

Cysticercus  bovis  — 4 
(Passed  after  refrigeration). 
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PRIVATE  ABATTOIRS 

Thornhill  Bacon  Factory. 

Class  of 
Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Meat 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly  Partially 

Condemned  Condemned 

Pigs 

22,698 

22  95 

3,149 

9,355 

Reasons  for  Condemnation  : — 


Disease  or  Condition 

Wholly  Partially 

Condemned  Condemned 

Pigs  Pigs 

Fevered  ... 

S 

Tuberculosis 

1 1 

Septic  Pneumonia 

5 

Erysipelas 

2 1 

Emaciation  with  Oedema 

2 | 

Pyaemia  ... 

4 

Arthritis  ... 

34 

Abscesses 

13 

Bruising  ... 

47 

Totals 

22  95 

(35 


Racks. 


Class  of 
Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Meat 

Weight  in 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Condemned 

Offal 

Cattle  ... 



Sheep  ... 

61,498 

70 

30 

2,970 

3,581 

Pigs  ... 

! 

Calves 

39 

3 

141 

Totals  . . . 

61,537 

73 

30 

3,111 

3,581 

Reasons  eob  Condemnation  : — 

Wholly  Condemned  Partially  Condemned 


Disease  or  Condition 

Cattle  Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle:  Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Fevered 
Emaciation  and 

Dropsy  

Extensive  Bruising 

Jaundice  

Septic  Metritis 
Septic  Pneumonia 
Arthritis  and 
Bruising  ... 

... 

::: 

;;; 

... 

28 

29 

8 

1 

2 

2 

3 

... 

... 

30 

... 

Totals 

70 

3 

30 
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Dornock. 


Class  of 
Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Meat 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Sheep  ... 

52,085 

17 

12 

631 

4,408 

Pigs  ... 

... 

... 

Calves  ... 

... 

... 

••• 

Totals  ... 

52,085 

17 

12 

631 

4,408 

Beasons  foe  Condemnation  : — 


Disease  or  Condition 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Sheep 

Sheep 

Emaciation 

7 

— 

Septic  Pneumonia 

2 

... 

Fever 

8 

Arthritis  and  Bruising 

... 

12 

Totals 

17 

12 
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Langholm. 


Class  of 
Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Meat 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle  ... 

119 

189 

Sheep  ... 

502 

3 

2 

91 

60 

Pigs  ... 

9 

Calves  . . . 

1 

... 

Totals  ... 

631 

3 

2 

91 

249 

Reasons  for  Condemnation  : — 


Disease  or  Condition 

Wholly  Condemned 

Partially  Condei 

nned 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Emaciation 
Extensive  Bruising 
Arthritis  and 
Bruising  ... 

1 

2 

... 

2 

Totals 

3 

... 

2 

Cystieereus  bovis  — 1 
(Passed  after  refrigeration.) 


Cysticercus  Bovis. 

A marked  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  affected  by 
Cysticercus  Bovis  was  noted  during  the  year,  and,  although  the 
increase  was  not  an  alarming  one,  it  was  sufficient  to  cause  concern. 
At  the  same  time  as  the  increase  in  these  numbers  was  noted,  a 
neighbouring  Authority  experienced  a marked  rise  in  the  incidence 
of  this  condition  and  although  the  situation  has  now  returned  to 
normal  it  is  felt  that  such  incidents  should  not  occur  in  this  day 
and  age.  Every  effort  was  made  at  the  time  to  trace  the  origin 
and  history  of  the  animals  affected,  but  without  any  successful 
finding. 

Various  theories  concerning  these  affections  were  for- 
warded, most  prominent  amongst  these  being  (a)  changes  in 
methods  of  sewage  sludge  disposal,  perhaps  due  to  higher  effluent 
standards  demanded  by  the  various  River  Purification  Boards, 
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or  the  inability  of  smaller  sewage  disposal  plants  adequately  to 
deal  with  the  increased  volume  of  liquid  due  to  reconstruction  of 
existing  houses  and  provision  of  new  houses  with  modern  sanitary 
fittings  ; and  (b)  the  greatly  increased  numbers  of  caravanners, 
with  the  consequent  difficulty  of  disposal  of  the  contents  of 
chemical  closets,  whilst  touring  on  holiday. 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
the  general  practitioners  it  was  revealed  that  a greater  number  of 
the  population  suffer  from  Taenia  Saginata  than  was  anticipated, 
and  there  may  be  some  merit  in  considering  future  notification 
of  this  condition  in  the  human. 

The  possibility  of  the  eggs  of  this  tapeworm  surviving  in 
properly  prepared  compost  using  sewage  sludge  liquor  and 
household  refuse  tailings  was  investigated,  and  it  seems  most 
unlikely  that  this  could  happen  in  view  of  the  high  temperatures 
to  he  maintained  over  prolonged  periods. 

Apart  from  the  aesthetics  of  consuming  such  meat  after 
freezing  for  the  prescribed  period,  the  loss  of  value  to  the  butcher 
is  considerable  and  further  investigation  of  the  causes  of  this 
affliction  will  be  necessary  to  prevent  future  outbreaks. 

MEAT  STORES 

One  certificate  in  respect  of  storage  accommodation  was 
issued  during  the  jrear  to  a butcher  not  keeping  open  shop  for  the 
sale  of  meat  or  meat  food  products  in  terms  of  regulation  15(1) 
of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland).  1932.  The 
standard  of  accommodation  required  is  similar  to  that  provided 
at  a butcher’s  shop. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1956 

Unsound  Food. 

In  the  course  of  routine  inspection,  or  on  request,  the  food- 
stuffs as  shown  in  the  following  table  were  examined  in  wholesale 
and  retail  premises  in  the  landward  area  of  the  County  and  in  the 
Burghs  of  Annan,  Langholm,  Lochmaben,  Lockerbie,  Moffat  and 
Sanquhar,  and  seized  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  with  the 
consent  of  the  owners  in  terms  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland) 
Act,  1956  : — 
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FOOD  SEIZED  AT  RETAIL  SHOPS,  ETC. 


Description 

Weight 

lbs. 

OZS. 

Canned  Meat  ... 

752 

3 

Pork  ... 

473 

5 

,,  Ham  

1,288 

8 

,,  Tongues 

95 

6 

,.  Bacon 

59 

4 

„ Fi-h 

9 

44 

,,  Chicken 

17 

1 

,,  Jam  ... 

12 

..  Carrots 

1 

3 

Fruit  and  Fruit  Juices 

385 

51 

Peas  ... 

27 

24 

,,  Beans 

3 

Soup  ... 

48 

H 

Baby  Food  ... 

5 

5 

Rice  ... 

154 

Tomatoes 

2 

4 

Milk 

9 

11 

,,  Tomato  Juice 

. . . 

14 

Bottled  Sauce 

... 

15 

Packeted  Cheese 

1 

Potatoes 

812 

Oranges 

12 

30 

... 

Ulster  Frv 

Beef 

209 

Mutton 

167 

Bacon  ... 

52 

4 

Poultry 

49 

12 

Prawns 

504 

Total  

5,028 

2 tons,  4 cwts.,  7 st.,  2 lbs.,  12f  ozs. 

The  total  weight  of  all  the  foodstuffs 

seized  as 

unfit  tor 

human  consumption  being  meat  and  offal  seized  at  the 

slaughter- 

houses  plus  foodstuffs  seized  at  wholesale  and  retail  premises, 
during  1958,  amounts  to  23  tons,  19  cwts.,  9 lbs.,  12J  ozs. 

A more  comprehensive  inspection,  than  previously  found 
possible,  of  Christmas  poultry  exposed  for  sale  was  carried 
out  at  all  retail  shops  concerned  with  this  trade.  It  was  seen  that 
the  storage  accommodation  at  some  of  these  shops  was  patently 
inadequate  to  cope  with  the  volume  of  this  trade  and  that  dressing, 
pa  eking  and  transport  arrangements  likewise  left  much  to  be 
desired.  The  co-operation  of  the  traders  was  a pleasing  and 
noteworthy  feature.  It  was  also  noted  that  one  of  the  lessons 
demonstrated  on  previous  occasions that  poultry  which 
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have  been  fed  shortly  before  slaughter  are  most  prone  to  deterio- 
ration through  decomposition — had  been  taken  heed  of  to  some 
extent.  The  difficulties  experienced  are  concerned  with  the 
abnormal  volume  of  this  trade  crammed  into  a limited  period.,  the 
opportunity  taken  for  off-loading  sub-standard  fowLs  at  this  time 
and,  to  some  extent,  the  comparative  inexperience  of  some  of 
the  persons  engaged  in  this  business. 

SAMPLES  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

One  hundred  and  fifty-six  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  during  the  year.  The  following 
table  shows  the  various  commodities  sampled.  In  no  case  was  it 
necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings,  the  samples  proving 
to  be  genuine  on  analysis. 
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■Samples  Taken  : — 


Article 

No. 

, Procured 

! 

No.  adul- 
terated or 
otherwise 
giving 
rise  to 
irregular- 
ity 

Article 

No. 

Procured 

No.  adul- 
terated or 
otherwise 
giving 
rise  to 
irregular- 
ity 

F. 

1. 

F. 

T. 

F. 

I. 

F. 

I. 

(a)  Foodstuffs. 

Brought  forward 

73 

68 

Apples  

3 

Baking  Soda... 

... 

1 

...  (b)  Drugs,  etc. 

Butter  

4 

' Aspirin 

2 

•Coffee 

1 

Benzoin,  compound 

Coffee  and  Chicory 

Tincture  of 

i 

Essence 

1 

Camphorated  Oil 

2 

Confections  ... 

1 

Castor  Oil 

i 

-Currants  and  Raisins 

2 

• 

Chlorinated  Lime  ... 

i 

Fish  Cakes 

2 

Epsom  Salts 

i 

IceCream 

10 

... 

Friars  Balsam 

i 

•Gin  ...  

1 

Headache  Powders  ... 

2 

Jams  and  Jellies  ... 

2 

Liver  Salts  ... 

i 

Jellies,  Table 

i 

Olive  Oil  

3 

i 

JUilk 

36 

23 

... 

Mince 

14 

Totals  ... 

73 

83 

1 

Bears  

i 

::: 

Pepper,  White 

i 

Potatoes  

3 

... 

Salmon,  Tinned 

1 

Sausages.  Link 

l 

1 

Sausages,  Skinless  ... 

1 

Sausages,  Slicing 

3 

Seasonings  ... 

1 

... 

Sugar 

2 

Tea 

i 

Vinegar 

2 

Whisky  

19 

Carry  Forward 

73 

68 

... 

Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.  in  Food)  Regulations 

(Scotland),  1927,  as  Amended. 

All  samples  taken  under  the  above  Regulations  were  found  on 
examination  to  be  genuine  and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Regulations.  This  is  a happy  change  from  the  previous 
year  when  seven  prosecutions  were  successfully  instituted. 

It  may  be  recalled  that  an  explanatory  circular  letter  was 
Bent  out  to  all  the  traders  explaining  their  obligations  under 


these  Regulations  and  it  would  appear  from  the  results  achieved 
that  this  has  been  worthwhile. 

Food  Hygiene. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  long- promised  and  long- 
awaited,  have  yet  to  be  published.  The  delay  in  providing  these 
Regulations  is  regrettable  in  that  there  was  considerable  interest 
evinced  initially  by  restaurant  and  hotel  proprietors  and  by 
shopkeepers  and  others  concerned  in  the  preparation,  sale  and 
handling  of  food,  whereas  that  interest  is  by  now  greatly  dissi- 
pated as  the  delay  in  publishing  the  Regulations  is  erroneously, 
but  understandably,  interpreted  by  the  traders  as  indicating 
that  there  is  little  urgency  in  this  matter  and.  as  a corollary, 
little  wrong  with  the  present  state  of  affairs.  The  number  of 
enquiries  addressed  by  interested  parties  to  this  Department 
for  information  as  regards  standards  for  food  premises  has 
diminished  noticeably  as  the  years  have  passed  since  the  passing 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956. 

The  proximity  of  this  County  to  England,  where  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  have  been  in  force  for  some  years,  has 
accentuated  the  delay  in  the  provision  of  these  Regulations  for 
Scotland. 

I sincerely  hope  that  when  preparing  the  Annual  Report  for 
1959  I shall  be  in  a position  to  report  that  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  are  in  force  and  that  the  terms  of  these  are  in  a fair 
way  to  being  implemented  in  this  County. 

In  anticipation  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  a mobile 
exhibit  was  prepared  demonstrating  the  clean  way  of  doing  things. 
The  vehicle  carrying  the  exhibit  attended  all  Gala  days  in  the 
various  parts  of  the  County  throughout  the  year  and  it  was  the 
centre  of  much  interest  and  comment. 

It  is  felt  that  only  by  publicising  food  hygiene  in  this  way 
will  it  be  possible  to  reach  the  majority  of  the  people  directly 
affected,  i.e.,  the  general  public. 

During  the  year  under  review  we  have  been  most  fortunate 
in  that  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported. 

LABELLING  OF  FOOD  ORDER,  1953 

The  ] irovisions  of  this  Order  were  carried  out.  but  no  contra- 
ventions were  found. 
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THE  ICE  CREAM  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1948 

Details  of  the  ice  cream  premises  and  vehicles  in  use  and 
details  of  the  administration  of  these  Regulations  during  the 
year  are  set  out  in  summarised  form  below 


(1)  Regi  st  rations  granted,  cancelled,  etc.,  in  1958  : — 

Premises  Vehicles 

Registrations  in  force  at  31st  December,  1957  39  15 

Registrations  granted  during  1958  ...  ...  — 3 

Registrations  cancelled  during  1958  ...  ...  — r — 

Registrations  discontinued  during  1958  ...  — 2 

Registrations  in  force  at  31st  December,  1958  39  16 


(2)  Details  of  Premises  in  use  : — 

Premises  registered  for  Manufacture,  Storage  and  Sale  of 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Premises  registered  for  Manufacture  and  Storage  of  Ice 

Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Premises  registered  for  Storage  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  25 
(One  of  the  premises  registered  for  Manufacture,  Storage  and 
Sale  is  confined  to  the  use  of  a complete  cold  mix). 

(3)  Details  of  Vehicles  in  use  : — 

Large  vans  specifically  constructed  for  Ice  Cream  Sale  ...  12 
Small  vans  modified  for  Ice  Cream  Sale  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tricycles,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(For  some  years  after  the  inception  of  these  Regulations,  the 
type  of  vans  in  use  were,  for  the  most  part,  small 
vehicles  modified  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream.  Now  these 
vehicles  have  been  largely  replaced  by  vans  built 
specially  for  the  sale  of  this  commodity). 

(4)  Samples  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination  : — 

Number  of  samples  of  Ice  Cream  taken  for  bacteriological 

examination  during  1958  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Number  of  samples  found  unsatisfactory  on  account  of  high 

bacterial  count  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  samples  found  unsatisfactory  on  account  of 

presence  of  coliform  organisms  ...  ...  ...  — - 

Number  of  samples  found  satisfactory  on  examination  ...  41 
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{5)  Samples' of  Ice  Cream  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  : — 
Number  of  samples  of  Ice  Cream  taken  for  chemical  analysis 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(These  samples  were  found  to  conform  to  the  requirements 
of  the  Regulations). 

f6)  Improvements  to  Premises  : — 

Structural  improvements  were  carried  out  at  two  manu- 
facturing premises  during  1958.  The  works,  in  each  case,  were 
concerned  with  alleviating  cramped  conditions. 

(7)  General : — 

One  hundred  and  thirteen  visits  were  paid  to  Ice  Cream 
premises  during  the  year. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  (PREVENTION  OF  CRUELTY) 
(SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1955 

Particular  attention  was  paid  during  routine  slaughter-house 
inspections  and  inspections  in  connection  with  meat  inspection  to 
the  provisions  of  the  above  Regidations  and  in  no  case  was  there 
any  evidence  of  contravention. 

Slaughter-houses  Act,  1954. 

The  four  slaughter-houses  situated  within  the  landward  area 
•of  the  County  continue  to  operate  in  a satisfactory  manner  and 
are  regularly  inspected  with  regard  to  conduct  and  cleanliness. 

A large  part  of  the  kill  in  this  County  is  concerned  with  t he 
Export  trade  (sheep)  and  although  there  are  many  drawbacks  to 
this  trade,  the  one  great  advantage  is  the  lull  at  the  end  of  the 
season  when  an  opportunity  is  taken  to  have  the  slaughtering 
premises  completely  cleansed  and  redecorated  before  the  start 
of  the  next  season’s  work. 

Licensing  of  Slaughtermen. 

Thirty  licences  authorising  the  holders  to  slaughter  animals 
were  issued  during  the  year  in  terms  of  the  Slaughter-houses 
Acts,  1928-1954,  which  require  that  all  slaughtermen  be  licensed 
by  the  Local  Authority  after  being  adjudged  fit  and  proper  persons 
to  hold  such  licences.  Two  licences  authorised  the  holders  to 


slaughter  all  classes  of  animals  including  horses,  twenty-seven 
were  in  respect  of  the  slaughter  of  cattle,  sheep,  pigs  and  goats, 
and  one  licence  was  in  respect  of  the  slaughter  of  pigs  only. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1897 

Offensive  Trades. 

In  addition  to  the  slaughter-houses,  at  the  end  of  1958  there 
were  3 firms  carrying  on  one  or  more  of  the  businesses  listed  as 
■“offensive  trades”  in  Section  32  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland) 
Act,  1897.  These  trades  were  : — 

Blood  Boiler  1 Knacker 1 

Bone  Boiler  ...  ...  1 Manure  Manufacturer  ...  1 

Tallow  Melter  2 Tripe  Cleaner  1 

Skin  and  Hide  Factor  ...  1 

One  firm,  previously  registered  in  the  business  of  tallow 
melting,  ceased  to  carry  on  this  trade  during  the  year. 

Routine  and  pre-licence  inspections  were  made  of  these 
premises  during  the  year.  In  the  course  of  a routine  inspection 
attention  is  paid  to  the  general  conduct  of  the  business,  including 
the  cleanliness  of  the  premises,  the  efficiency  of  the  apparatus, 
and  the  manner  of  storage  and  disposal  of  products.  Pre-licence 
inspections  are  directed  towards  having  structural  defects 
remedied,  to  having  painting  and  whitewashing  carried  out,  to 
having  settlement  and  other  drainage  tanks  cleansed,  and  to 
having  deposits,  accumulations,  etc.,  removed  and  the  surrounds 
attended  to. 

The  two  principal  offensive  trade  premises  are  situated  in 
good  locations,  i.e.,  reasonably  centrally,  yet  not  too  near  centres 
of  population.  The  principal  difficulty  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
is  concerned  with  the  treatment  of  the  drainage  from  these  trades. 

It  has  to  be  kept  in  mind  that  these  offensive  trade  premises 
perform  an  important  and  very  necessary  service.  In  an  agricul- 
tural community  it  is  important  to  have  dead  and  moribund 
animals  quickly  removed  and  efficiently  dealt  with  and  it  is 
important,  in  regard  to  the  greatly  increased  output  of  the  County 
slaughter-houses,  for  a ready  service  to  be  available  for  the 
removal  of  unwanted  offal  and  condemned  meat,  etc. 
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Complaints. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  the 
complaints  dealt  with  during  the  year  : — ■ 

Number  Number 
Nature  of  Complaint  Reported  Abated 


(a)  Structural  and  other  defects  of  dwelling- 


houses,  including  dampness 
(b)  Choked  and  defective  drains 

and 

Cl 

27 

defective  sanitary  conveniences 
(c)  Inadequate  and  unsatisfactory 

water 

12 

Iff 

supplies  ... 

... 

3 

1 

(d)  Overcrowding 

... 

6 

5 

(e)  Offensive  Smells  ... 

. . . 

10 

6 

(f)  Accumulation  of  Refuse... 

6 

4 

(g)  Infestation  by  Pests 

16 

14 

(h)  Pollution  of  streams  and  ditches 

. . . 

1 

— 

(i)  Dirty  Houses 

... 

— 

— 

(i)  Others 

... 

12 

6 

Totals  ...  ...  127  73 


Nine  intimations  in  terms  of  Section  19  of  the  Public  Health 
(Scotland)  Act,  1897,  were  served.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to 
serve  Section  20  notices  under  the  above  Act.  Other  cases  were 
withdrawn  from  the  Nuisance  Register  and  dealt  with  under  the 
Housing  Acts  and  the  Water  Act. 

The  greatest  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year 
concerned  housing  and  housing  conditions  and  without  recourse 
to  costly  reconstruction,  the  rehousing  of  the  tenants  and  subse- 
quent demolition  of  the  unsatisfactory  property,  little  can  be 
done  to  satisfy  the  complainants. 

Dirty  Houses. 

Seven  visits  were  paid  to  dirty  houses  during  the  year.  In  no 
case  was  it  necessary  to  serve  Section  40  notices  as  prescribed  in 
the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act.  1897.  I feel  more  and  more 
as  year  after  year  passes  and  the  same  offenders  in  this  respect 
continue  to  receive  visits  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector  that  a 
greater  use  could  be  made  of  the  Social  and  Welfare  Services  to 


77 


raise  the  living  standards  of  these  people.  The  Sanitary  Inspector 
can  and  does  do  a great  deal  towards  their  education,  but  the  job 
of  effecting  a complete  change  takes  up  more  time  than  this 
Officer  can  afford. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

A feature  of  recent  years  has  been  the  growth  in  the  popu- 
larity of  camping  sites  and  caravan  parks.  The  problems  associated 
with  the  former  have  been  with  us  for  a fairly  long  time — this  is 
seasonal  and  although  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  sites,  this  represents  an  improvement  in  that  there  is  probably 
less  desultory  camping  and  it  is  easier  to  control  designated  sites 
than  attempt  supervision  of  all  the  pieces  of  waste  land,  etc.,  that 
can  be  utilised  for  this  purpose.  The  caravan  park  on  the  other 
hand  is  comparatively  new  and  still  developing.  In  addition  to  the 
holiday  aspect  of  this,  there  are  two  other  aspects  : — (1)  the  use 
of  caravans  as  temporary  dwellings  at  constructional  projects  ; 
and  (2)  the  use  of  caravans  as  permanent  dwellings.  In  the 
County,  exclusive  of  the  Burghs,  there  are  the  following  recog- 
nised camping  and  caravan  sites  plus  the  areas  favoured  by 
Lolidav-makers  : — 

(1)  Powfoot — holiday-makers. 

(2)  Chapelcross— persons  employed  on  constructional  work. 

(3)  Creca — persons  employed  on  constructional  work. 

(4)  Border  River  Site,  Gretna — holiday- makers. 

(5)  Empire  Way,  Gretna — storage  and  permanent. 

(6)  Gretna  Green — runaway  marriages. 

(7)  Newfield,  Dumfries — holiday  and  permanent. 

(8)  Woodside,  Mouswald — holiday  and  permanent. 

(9)  Nith  Estuary  and  Solway  Shore — various  sites — ■ 

permanent  and  holiday. 

A survey  was  made  of  all  caravans  during  that  part  of  the 
year  when  holiday  traffic  was  at  a minimum.  This  revealed  a 
lack  of  amenities,  particularly  as  regards  sanitary  facilities  and 
refuse  collection  arrangements,  plus  a lack  of  supervision.  By 
regular  visits  it  is  hoped  to  effect  the  necessary  improvements. 

It  would  seem  appropriate  here  to  comment  on  the  sanitary 
-conditions  of  the  “Lay-Bv”  now  so  common  on  all  major  roads 
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throughout  the  County.  The  purpose  of  the  “Lav-By”  is  to 
encourage  stationary  traffic  to  draw  off  the  traffic  stream  when 
stopping  for  rest  or  refreshment. 

Various  surveys  of  these  areas  during  all  seasons  has  revealed 
a most  disquieting  state  of  affairs.  The  general  air  of  untidiness 
at’ these  places  in  spite  of  litter  bins  is  apparent  to  all  who  frequent 
them,  but  close  examination  of  the  surroundings  and  particularly 
where  the  “Lay-By”  is  situated  near  suitable  cover,  reveals 
infestation  by  rats,  and  faecal  contamination  of  extensive  areas 
close  to  the  site. 

I feel  that  the  responsible  Authority,  who  encourages  the 
road  users  to  rest  on  these  sites,  should  assume  all  the  responsi- 
bilities attached  to  these  areas  and  provide,  at  no  cost  to  the 
Local  Authorities,  suitable  facilities,  to  eliminate  any  danger  to 
the  public  health.  It  is  apparent  that  to  provide  the  necessary 
toilets,  etc.,  and  maintain  them  will  be  a costly  affair,  but  at 
the  same  time  it  should  have  been  appreciated  when  the  "Lay- 
By”  was  first  proposed,  that  to  encourage  people  to  congregate 
at  these  areas,  was  to  aggravate  and  create  a public  health  pro- 
blem and  consideration  of  these  circumstances  should  have  been 
made  at  that  time.  Now,  the  evil  is  with  us  and  it  must  be 
removed,  before  a serious  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  or  intestinal 
disorder  is  upon  us. 

Seasonal  Workers. 

The  numbers  of  seasonal  workers  accommodated  at  farms 
continue  to  decrease  each  year.  Only  one  farm  in  the  Landward 
Area  of  the  Count}'-  employed  these  workers  during  the  year  under 
review.  The  accommodation  and  facilities  provided  were  in- 
spected prior  to  and  during  the  period  of  occupation  and  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937-1948 

The  total  number  of  factories  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  comprised  12!)  Mechanical  and  6 Non-Mechanical,  plus- 
23  other  premises  in  which  Section  7 of  the  principal  Act  is 
enforceable  by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  following  list  shows  the  trades  or  businesses  carried  on 
in  Factories  in  the  County  (exclusive  of  the  Burghs)  : — 
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(a)  Mechanical. 


Aerated  Water  Manufacture 

1 

Limestone  Crushing 

1 

Bacon  Curing  

1 

Loco.  Repairing 

1 

Baking 

7 

Manure  Manufacture 

1 

Blacksmith  ... 

14 

Meal  Manufacture  ... 

2 

Blood  Boiling 

1 

Meat  Food  Product  Manu. 

9 

Bone  Boiling 

2 

Moss  Winning  and  Baling  ... 

1 

Boilermaking 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Repairing  ... 

17 

Boot  Repairs 

1 

Pre-cast  Concrete  Works  ... 

2 

Brick  Making 

4 

Plumber 

2 

Cattle  Food  Preparation  ... 

2 

Potato  Cleaning  and  Packing 

1 

Cheese  Manufacture 

1 

Poultry  Grit  Manufacture  ... 

1 

Chemicals  Manufacture  ... 

1 

Quarrying 

2 

Chipboard  Manufacture  ... 

1 

Road  Plant  Repairs 

1 

Drain  Pipe  and  Tile  Manu. 

1 

Radio  Repairs 

1 

Egg  Grading  and  Packing 

3 

Rubber  Goods  Manufacture 

1 

Fertiliser  Manufacture 

4 

Sand  Screening  

4 

Firewood  Manufacture 

1 

Sawmills 

23 

Golf  Ball  Repairs 

1 

Stone  Dressing  and  Sawing 

2 

Grass  Drying  and  Grinding 

1 

Tailor 

2 

Gravel  Washing 

1 

Tallow  Melting  

2 

Joiner 

22 

Tarmacadam 

2 

Knacker 

1 

Tin  Baling 

I 

Laundry 

2 

Ladder  Manufacture 

1 

(b)  Non-Mechanical. 

Joiner 

3 

Tailor 

2 

Plumber 

1 

(c)  Others. 

Electricity  Sub— Station  ... 

1 

Laundry  (Institutional) 

1 

Private  Building  Sites 

14 

Engineering  Construction 

Public  Building  Sites 

4 

Works  ... 

1 

Road  Construction  Works 

2 

Six  new  factories  were  established  during  the  year,  concerned 
with  Moss  Litter,  Radio  Repairs,  Motor  Vehicle  Repairs  and 
Road  Metal  Crushing,  etc. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-three  visits  of  inspection  were  made 
to  factories  during  the  year.  Twenty-five  visits  were  made  of 
Section  7 premises.  The  principal  defects  found  were  insufficient 
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and  defective  sanitary  conveniences  which  were  remedied,  or  are 
in  the  course  of  being  remedied,  without  recourse  to  statutory 
proceedings. 

Certificates  as  to  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire  have  still  to 
be  issued  in  respect  of  two  factories. 

Six  visits  were  paid  to  premises  occupied  by  factory  out- 
workers. These  outworkers  are  concerned  in  the  finishing  of 
woollen  gloves,  and  in  every  case  the  conditions  found  in  the 
home  were  satisfactory. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

The  main  provisions  of  this  Act  have  not  been  brought  into 
operation  and  good  use  has  been  made  of  this  delay  by  carrying 
out  observations  of  the  various  installations  capable  of  producing 
black  smoke  within  the  landward  area  of  the  County  and  at  the 
same  time  consulting  with  the  owners  of  such  installations. 

This  has  proved  to  be  a profitable  course  to  pursue  as  there 
has  been  a marked  improvement  in  the  various  premises  kept 
under  observation  although  a great  deal  will  require  to  be  done 
before  the  purpose  of  this  Act  is  fully  implemented. 

It  will  require  a great  deal  of  patience  and  understanding 
both  on  the  part  of  the  Local  Authority  and  the  industrialist  before 
the  high  standards  prescribed  can  be  achieved.  However.  I am 
confident  that  when  the  Secretary  of  State  makes  the  Appointed 
Day  the  task  will  be  a much  easier  one  in  the  landward  area  of 
the  County  than  was  hitherto  considered. 

Dust  Emissions. 

The  stone -crushing  plant  referred  to  in  last  year's  report  is 
still  in  operation  and  has  given  little  cause  for  complaint  during 
the  year  under  review.  This  is  principally  due  to  the  recom- 
mendations made  by  this  Department  for  dealing  with  the  fine 
earth  and  dust  which  are  normally  exhausted  from  such  a drying 
plant. 

It  may  be  noted  here  that  various  other  Authorities  con- 
cerned with  this  problem  have  written  and  requested  information 
concerning  the  treatment  of  such  emissions. 

The  Chipboard  manufacturing  plant  presents  a much  more 
difficult  problem  both  in  respect  of  dust  emissions  and  the  pro- 
duction of  black  smoke.  The  abatement  of  the  dust  emission 
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nuisance  has  made  little  or  no  progress  during  the  year,  princi- 
pally because  of  large  scale  experiments  being  carried  out  by  the 
firm  to  evolve  an  efficient  type  of  extracting  plant.  This,  I now 
understand,  has  been  achieved  in  the  English  factory  and  it  is 
hoped  that  a similar  plant  will  soon  be  installed  here. 

A great  deal  of  difficulty  has  been  experienced  during  the 
year  with  regard  to  the  emissions  of  dark  and  black  smoke  from 
this  factory  and  although  the  management  have  co-operated  in 
great  measure  in  trying  to  reduce  these  emissions,  what  would 
appear  to  be  an  insurmountable  obstacle  in  attaining  this  end  has 
been  the  burning  of  wood  waste  which  is  a necessary  by-product 
of  the  factory.  Apparently  the  economics  of  producing  a chip- 
board are  greatly  bound  with  the  ability  of  the  industry  to  consume 
those  parts  of  the  trees  which  are  not  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
the  board  itself.  If  these  are  not  removed  and  utilised  as  fuel,  then 
it  would  be  necessarj*  to  have  them  dumped  but  the  volume  and 
the  extra  cost  of  carriage  would  be  such  as  to  prohibit  this  on 
economic  grounds. 

J max*  add  here  that  the  boiler  plant  installed  is  a new  one  and 
xvas  designed  by  the  makers  at  that  time  with  a view  to  burning  a 
certain  proportion  of  wood  waste.  This,  however,  has  not  been 
quite  so  successful  as  was  at  first  anticipated  and  it  may  be 
necessary  to  ask  the  firm  concerned  to  have  further  consultation 
with  the  boiler  manufacturers  and  have  some  modification  carried 
out  so  that  excessive  emissions  of  dark  and  black  smoke  may  be 
avoided. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  use  of  warfarin  continues  to  be  the  most  effective  method 
of  controlling  rats  and  mice.  Biscuit  waste  is  still  being  used  as 
the  base  for  the  poison,  this  mixture  having  proved  successful  in 
all  cases  except  one,  and  less  expensive. 

Baiting,  for  the  greater  part,  is  carried  out  with  the  use  of 
tins  in  order  to  keep  the  poison  dry  and  concentrated  and  this 
also  allows  for  recovery  and  check  of  uneaten  baits.  Token  baits 
are  mostly  maintained  where  infestation  is  likely  to  recur  with 
regular  re-examination  of  the  baits  from  time  to  time. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  rats  killed  on  one  of  the  refuse 
tips  in  the  County  had  yellow  fur  and  red  eyes.  Investigation  of 
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these  conditions,  however,  revealed  nothing  unusual  in  these 
colourings. 

The  following  table  gives  some  indication  of  the  nature  and 
type  of  infestations  dealt  with  during  the  year  : — • 
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Babbits. 

In  addition  to  the  control  of  rats  and  mice,  rabbits  on  all 
County  Council  property  were  the  subject  of  attention  this  year. 
The  type  of  property  infested  ranged  from  a playing-field  at  a 
school  to  a farm  owned  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Insects. 

Assistance  was  given  to  householders  in  various  parts  of  the 
County  in  dealing  with  the  following  infestations  : — fleas,  wasps, 
cockroaches,  woodworm  and  bats. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  one  instance  the  occupier  of  the 
dwelling-house  first  complained  of  an  irritating  and  troublesome 
noise  heard  at  night  and  the  electric  meter  was  suspect.  On 
investigation,  however,  it  was  discovered  that  the  noise  was  in 
actual  fact  mosquitoes  harboured  in  the  basement  of  the  dwelling- 
house.  These  were  effectively  dealt  with. 

Voles. 

One  or  two  instances  of  infestation  by  voles  on  County 
Council  property  were  treated  and  the  use  of  warfarin  with  dried 
turnip  as  a base  proved  quite  effective. 

Moles. 

Various  County  Council  properties  were  infested  during  the 
year  although  none  in  a major  capacity  and  strychnine  with  worms 
was  used  to  eradicate  these  animals  when  reported. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Application  to  Shipping) 
Order,  1951. 

Five  ships  were  visited  at  Annan  Harbour  in  connection  with 
the  above  Order  and  in  all  cases  the  Masters  of  the  vessels  were 
found  to  be  in  possession  of  Clearance  Certificates. 

CINEMATOGRAPH  ACTS,  1909  AND  1952 
CINEMATOGRAPH  (SAFETY)  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS, 

1955 

Twelve  inspections  were  made  of  the  three  cinemas  in  the 
landward  area  of  the  County  during  the  year.  These  inspections 
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-were  made  during  performances  when  attention  was  paid  to  the 
adequacy  and  efficiency  of  safety  lighting,  emergency  exits, 
fire-fighting  appliances,  and  fire  and  safety  precautions  generally. 
No  faults  were  found  nor  contraventions  of  the  Regulations 
noted  during  these  inspections. 

The  required  standards  for  safety  lighting,  exits  and  fire 
precautions  are  not  conjectural,  and  to  be  appraised  at  each 
visit,  but  are  specific  in  respect  of  each  cinema,  having  been 
decided  by  the  Local  Authority  after  consultation  with  the 
National  Fire  Service  and  other  bodies.  The  performance  in- 
spections ensure  that  the  terms  and  conditions  relative  to  each 
cinema  are  being  complied  with. 

The  adjustments  required  to  the  electrical  installation  at 
one  of  the  cinemas  have  now  been  almost  wholly  completed. 
When  this  has  been  done,  all  three  cinemas  will  then  be  equipped 
in  accordance  with  the  Regulations. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1950 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957. 

No  further  applications  under  the  above  Order  were  made 
during  the  year  and  the  premises  already  licensed  continue  in 
use  and  on  the  various  occasions,  when  visited,  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926  AND  ORDERS  MADE 

THEREUNDER 

AND 

AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCE  (GRADING  AND  MARKING)  ACT, 

1928 

Routine  visits  were  paid  to  food  shops  and  in  connection 
with  the  various  Orders  made  under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act. 
These  relate  to  the  labelling  of  imported  foodstuffs  with  pre- 
scribed “indication  of  origin”  markings.  In  the  cases  of  some 
fruit  and  vegetables  it  was  found  necessary  to  bring  the  terms  of 
the  relative  orders  to  the  notice  of  the  vendors,  some  articles 
being  incorrectly  or  insufficiently  marked,  this  particularly  in 
the  case  of  imported  tomatoes. 
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FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDINGSTUFFS  ACT,  1926 
FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDINGSTUFFS  REGULATIONS,  1955 

During  the  year  under  review  no  requests  from  purchasers 
were  received.  Thirteen  test  or  informal  samples  were  taken  from 
stocks  held  by  the  various  suppliers  in  the  County  comprising  4 
fertilisers  and  9 feedingstuffs. 

All  of  these  test  samples  were  found  on  analysis  to  comply 
with  the  warranty  and  in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  institute 
proceedings. 
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SMALL  BURGHS 


BURGH  OF  ANNAN 
Vital  Statistics 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  126  (69 
males,  57  females)  of  which  four  were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  63  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  63  (30  males.  33 
females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  disease,  15  ; 
Cancer,  10  ; Apoplexy,  10.  Two  children  died  during  the  first 
year  of  life. 

Infectious  Disease. — Nine  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
were  received  : Scarlet  Fever,  3 ; Respiratory  Tuberculosis,  3 ; 
Non-respiratory  Tuberculosis,  3. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr  Ian  Gibson,  Sanitaiy  Inspector  for  the  Burgh  of 
Annan  : — 

Water  Supply. — During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  demand 
for  water  far  exceeded  the  carrying  capacity  of  the  two  trunk 
mains  from  the  reservoir  to  the  treatment  works.  The  Town 
Council  have  agreed  that  remedial  measures  in  the  form  of  scrap- 
ing and  re-lining  one  of  these  mains  should  be  carried  out.  In 
addition,  a micro-straining  unit  will  be  installed  at  the  treat- 
ment works  to  relieve  the  sand  filters  and  the  open  clear  water 
tank  will  be  covered  over.  It  is  hoped  that  thereby  the  water 
supply  position  in  the  Burgh  will  be  made  more  secure. 

The  quality  of  water  maintained  throughout  the  year  was 
entirely  satisfactory. 

Drainage. — The  drainage  system  functioned  satisfactorily 
during  the  year. 

Cleansing  and  Refuse  Disposal. — The  arrangements  for  the 
collection  of  domestic  and  other  refuse  remained  the  same  as  in 
previous  years.  There  was  a twice-weekly  collection  of  household 
refuse  except  in  the  main  shopping  centres  where  a daily  collection 
was  made. 
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All  refuse  is  tipped  to  Corsehill  Quarry.  While  this  method  of 
■disposal  is  not  satisfactory  because  of  the  very  deep,  tipping  face, 
it  is  hoped  that,  when  the  construction  of  the  nearby  Atomic 
Energy  Station  is  completed,  it  will  be  possible  to  operate  the  tip 
without  giving  cause  for  complaint. 

Housing. — During  the  year,  97  houses  were  completed  and 
occupied.  Twenty-two  of  these  houses  were  of  traditional  con- 
struction and  the  remainder  of  non-traditional  type. 

The  Town  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year  owned  or  factored  on 
behalf  of  the  Scottish  Special  Housing  Association  888  houses,  as 
follows  : — 


Pre-War 


1919  Act  

...  23 

1924  Act  

...  77 

1930  Act  

...  78 

1935  Act  

...  21 

1938  Act  

...  23 
222 

Swedish  timber 

...  20 

Cruden 

...  20 

Weir  “No  Fines” 

...  60 

Weir,  Brick  ... 

...  126 

Weir,  Timber 

...  30 

Scotcon 

...  75 

Traditional 

...  234 
— 565 

Uniseco  Bungalows  ... 

...  45 

S.S.H.A 

...  40 

85 

Re- conditioned  houses 

...  16 

— 16 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  a further  49  “Scotcon’  houses  were 
under  construction  while  the  Scottish  Special  Housing  Association 
had  a scheme  of  30  houses  in  course  of  erection  togethei  with  8 
single-person  flats  to  be  built  for  the  1 own  Council.  It  is  antici- 
pated that  most  of  these  97  houses  will  be  completed  in  l.)3J. 
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Offensive  Trades. — The  onty  offensive  trade  carried  out  in  the 
Burgh  is  shrimp  peeling.  There  are  six  factories  engaged  in  this 
work  and  no  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 

Factories  and  Workshops.— The  general  working  conditions 
in  the  factories  continue  to  be  good  and  few  defects  were  found  in 
the  course  of  the  year.  Seventy-eight  visits  of  inspection  were 
made  to  32  factories  with  mechanical  power  and  9 non-mechanical 
factories. 

The  number  of  out-workers  was  18,  which  is  a considerable 
drop  on  last  year’s  figure  of  100  persons.  The  conditions  under 
which  outwork  was  carried  on  were  satisfactory  in  all  cases. 


BURGH  OF  LANGHOLM 
Vital  Statistics 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  25  (10 
males,  15  females). 

During  the  year  19  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  27  (11  males,  16- 
females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  disease,  11  ; 
Cancer,  5 ; and  Apoplexy,  6.  One  child  died  during  the  first  year 
of  life. 

Infectious  Disease. — Sixteen  notifications  of  infectious  dis- 
ease were  received  : Scarlet  Fever,  2 ; Whooping  Cough.  12  ; 
Erysipelas,  1 ; Non-respiratory  Tuberculosis,  1. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr  A.  Brebner,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh  of 
Langholm  : — 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  was  well  maintained 
throughout  the  year.  Samples  of  the  supply  were  taken  quarterly 
by  the  County  Health  Department  and  analyses  indicate  that  the 
water  is  suitable  for  domestic  use. 

Drainage. — The  drainage  and  sewerage  system  has  been 
regularly  maintained  and  continues  to  function  without  giving 
rise  to  complaint.  Sewers  of  low  gradients  were  scraped  and 
cleared  of  grit  and  gravel. 

New  drainage  works  and  connections  to  sewers  were  tested 
and  inspected  before  being  put  into  use. 
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In  the  event  of  the  County  Council  proceeding  with  the 
construction  of  a new  composting  centre  the  Town  Council  have 
resolved  to  participate  in  the  general  scheme  of  refuse  and  sludge 
disposal.  Until  the  County  Council’s  decision  is  known,  no 
positive  action  is  being  taken  with  regard  to  the  proposed  new 
sewage  disposal  works. 

Cleansing. — Household  and  trade  refuse  is  collected  three 
times  weekly,  and  during  the  summer  months  a weekly  collection 
of  garden  refuse  was  instituted.  Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping 
at  High  Mill  Tip,  approximately  a mile  out  with  the  Burgh. 

A total  of  57  tons  of  waste  paper  was  salvaged  during  the  year. 

Housing.— There  were  no  new  Council  houses  completed 
during  the  year. 

Eight  privately-owned  houses  were  improved  and  grants 
approved  in  terms  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Acts,  1950  and  1952, 
and  two  bungalows  were  privately  built. 

Factories. — There  are  3 non-mechanical  and  25  mechanical 
factories  in  the  Burgh.  One  case  of  defective  sanitary  con- 
veniences and  one  case  of  uncleanliness  were  dealt  with. 

Nuisances. — All  complaints  regarding  nuisances  were  of  a 
minor  nature  and  remedied  on  verbal  intimation. 

Slaughter-houses.— The  one  private  Slaughter-house  in  the 
Burgh  is  maintained  in  good  repair  and  in  cleanly  condition. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  is  one  skin  works  in  the  Burgh  and 
the  premises  are  kept  in  a reasonable  state  of  cleanliness. 

Burial  Ground. — The  burial  ground  in  the  Burgh  is  closed  for 
interments.  The  ground  is  kept  in  a tidy  condition. 

Schools. — Langholm  Academy  and  the  Infants’  School  are 
maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 


BURGH  OF  LOCHMABEN 
Vital  Statistics 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  18  (9  males, 
9 females). 

During  the  year  14  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  14  (G  males,  8 
females).  The  principal  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  disease,  2 ; 
Cancer,  G ; Apoplexy,  2.  There  were  no  deaths  of  children  under 
the  age  of  one  year. 
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Infectious  Disease. — Eight  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
were  received  : Scarlet  Fever,  2 ; Whooping  Cough,  4 ; Dysen- 
tery, 1 ; Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  1. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh 

I am  indebted  to  Mr  Berry,  County  Sanitary  Inspector, 
for  the  following  report  : — 

New  Houses. — Twelve  new  Council  houses  were  completed  and 
occupied  for  the  first  time  in  1958.  These  are  traditional-type 
houses  and  comprise  eight  houses  of  three-apartments  and  four 
houses  of  four-apartments. 

Improvements  to  Houses. — Major  alterations  were  carried  out 
at  three  dwelling-houses,  in  each  case  with  the  assistance  of 
improvement  grant  under  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act.  1950.  At 
one  of  these  dwellings  the  works  principally  concerned  the  im- 
provement of  the  ancillary  accommodation  (scullery,  larder  and 
bathroom)  ; at  the  second,  the  improvement  works  were  compre- 
hensive and  embraced  the  whole  structure  of  the  house,  and  in 
the  case  of  the  third  a modern  house  was  formed  by  the  amalga- 
mation and  reconstruction  of  two  small  condemned  dwellings. 

In  addition,  major  works  were  carried  out  at  four  other 
dwellings  involving  (i)  extension  of  the  scidlery  : (ii)  the  provision 
of  an  outside  W.C.  and  fuel  store  ; (iii)  the  provision  of  an  addi- 
tional bathroom  and  new  scullery  ; and  (iv)  enlargement  of  an 
existing  bedroom  plus  new  rear  porch. 

Plans. — Nine  plans  were  submitted  during  the  year.  Reports 
were  prepared  on  the  proposed  works  and  submitted  to  the  Dean 
of  Guild  Court.  The  works  to  be  carried  out  comprise  alterations 
to  dwTelling-houses  (4),  the  erection  of  a new  house,  alterations  to  a 
church,  alterations  to  an  electricity  sub-station  and  the  erection  of 
a store. 

Twenty-four  minor  warrants  were  issued  in  respect  of  minor 
alterations  to  dwelling-houses  and  other  premises  and  for  the 
erection  of  garden  sheds,  greenhouses  and  similar. 

Housing  Survey  (Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland) 
Act,  1954). — A survey  of  the  dwrelling-houses  in  the  Burgh, 
carried  out  so  as  to  enable  the  Council  to  submit  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health  for  Scotland  proposals,  for  dealing  with  houses 
unfit  for  habitation  in  the  next  three-year  period,  revealed  that 
there  were  six  “unfit”  occupied  houses. 
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The  condition  of  some  of  the  vacant  houses  in  the  Burgh  was 
investigated.  These  are  houses  which  have  previously  been  made 
the  subjects  of  Closing  Orders,  some  of  which  are  in  use  as  stores. 
These  properties,  on  the  whole,  are  not  well  maintained  and 
•detract  from  the  appearance  and  amenity  of  adjacent  properties. 

Drainage. — Works  of  extension  and  improvement  of  the 
sewage  disposal  works  are  still  in  progress.  It  is  anticipated  that 
these  works  will  be  completed  by  mid-1959. 

New  drainage,  including  plumbers’  pipes,  was  tested  where 
such  work  was  carried  out. 

Water  Supply. — Four  samples,  one  per  quarter,  were  sub- 
mitted for  chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  during  the  year. 
The  quality  of  the  water  was  shown  to  be  satisfactory.  There  was 
no  marked  shortage  of  the  supply,  although  the  consumpt  of 
water  remained  high,  indicating  the  presence  of  leakage  or  gross 
wastage. 

Refuse  Disposal. — The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse 
continues  as  formerly.  The  open  cart  collection  is  not  satisfactory 
nor  is  the  state  of  the  disposal  tip,  but  economic  considerations, 
plus  the  restricted  access  road  to  the  tip  are  the  factors  inhibiting 
improvement. 

Waste  paper  collection  continues  to  be  carried  on. 

Factories’  Acts. — The  total  number  of  factories  within  the 
Burtih  is  17,  being  10  mechanical  and  7 non-mechanical.  These  are, 
for  the  most  part,  small  businesses  in  terms  of  persons  employed. 

Thirty-seven  inspections  were  made  during  the  year.  Defects 
found  at  4 premises  were  remedied  on  representations  to  the 
owners.  The  defects  were  concerned,  in  each  case,  with  the 
condition  or  construction  of  the  sanitary  facilities. 

One  certificate,  “Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  Fire’’  was 
prepared  in  respect  of  one  factory  employing  a number  of  persons. 

Complaints. — Eighteen  visits  were  made  to  premises,  follow- 
ing complaints  of  defective  drainage,  dampness  in  dwellings, 
offensive  smells,  accumulations  of  refuse  and  unsatisfactory 
keeping  of  domestic  animals.  Informal  action  was  taken  in  each, 
.case  to  have  the  cause  of  complaint  removed  or  ameliorated. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act. — The  refuse  tip  was 
maintained  free  from  rat  infestation. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. — Five  inspections  were  made  of 
•caravans  sited  within  the  Burgh. 


92 


BURGH  OF  LOCKERBIE 
Vital  Statistics 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  33  (19' 
males,  14  females)  of  which  two  were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  23  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  41  (23  males.  18 
females).  The  principal  causes  of  death  wrere : Cancer,  3 ; 

Apoplexy,  5 ; Heart  Disease,  12.  There  were  no  deaths  of  children 
under  the  age  of  one  year. 

Infectious  Disease. — Eighteen  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  were  received  : Scarlet  Fever,  14  ; Erysipelas,  4 ; Dysen- 
tery. 1 ; Poliomyelitis,  1. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr  M‘Phail,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh  of 
Lockerbie  : — 

Water  Supply. — Plans  and  contract  documents  have  not  yet 
been  received  from  the  consulting  engineers  of  the  minimum 
remedial  measures  to  be  carried  out  at  the  reservoir. 

A waste  w'ater  inspection  carried  out  by  inspectors  trom 
Edinburgh  Corporation  Water  Department  during  June  revealed 
21  underground  bursts  and  93  defective  fittings.  A saving  of 
36,000  gallons  per  day  was  thus  effected. 

The  supply  was  well  maintained  throughout  the  year  and 
regular  analyses  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  showed  the 
water  to  be  suitable  for  all  domestic  uses. 

Drainage. — The  drainage  and  sewerage  systems  operated 
satisfactorily  during  the  year. 

Sewage  Purification. — The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers 
have  prepared  plans  for  proposed  extensions  to  the  Sewage  Works, 
based  on  a design  dry  weather  flow-  of  230,000  gallons  per  day, 
with  a B.O.D.  loading  of  1,351  lbs.  On  this  basis,  the  recon- 
structed Works  should  be  capable  of  dealing  satisfactorily  with  all 
domestic  sewage,  the  maximum  polluting  load  from  the  Cheese 
Factory,  and  the  maximum  polluting  load  from  the  Slaughter- 
house, (with  an  allowance  for  a 50%  future  increase  in  the  pollu- 
ting load  from  the  Slaughter-house),  and  still  leave  a reasonable 
margin  of  safety  for  any  further  increases. 


Briefly,  the  proposed  extensions  comprise  : — 

(1)  The  provision  of  two  new  circular  primary  settling 
tanks  with  mechanism  for  continuous  removal  of  sludge  and 
scum. 

(2)  The  conversion  of  existing  rectangular  primary 
settling  tanks  to  sludge  digestion  tanks,  one  as  a heated 
primary  tank  and  the  other  for  cold  secondary  digestion, 
with  heater  house  and  gas  holder. 

(3)  The  conversion  of  the  existing  cold  digestion  tank 
to  a storm  water  tank. 

(4)  The  provision  of  two  new  biological  filters,  of 
sufficient  size  to  double  the  existing  capacity. 

(5)  The  provision  of  an  additional  circular  humus  tank. 

(6)  The  provision  of  pump-house,  etc.,  for  double 
alternating  filtration  and  re- circulation  of  final  effluent. 

(7)  The  provision  of  sludge  drying  beds. 

The  position  regarding  No.  7 is  that  although  the  Council  agreed  in 
principle  to  participate  in  the  joint  composting  scheme  proposed 
by  Dumfries  County  Council,  they  have  been  given  no  indication 
as  to  when  this  scheme  will  commence  and,  in  view  of  the  diffi- 
culties of  sludge  disposal  which  have  been  experienced  since  the 
reconstructed  Sewage  Works  were  completed  in  1956,  the  Con- 
sulting Engineers  have  included  sludge  drying  beds  in  the  present 
proposals. 

The  estimated  cost  of  these  extensions  is  £45,000/£50,OQO, 
and  an  allocation  of  costs  to  the  Town  Council,  the  Slaughter- 
house, and  the  Northern  Wholesale  Dairies  Ltd.,  was  calculated 
by  the  Consulting  Engineers  on  a basis  of  B.O.I).  loading  from 
these  sources.  When  Northern  Wholesale  Dairies  Ltd.,  was 
informed  of  their  proportion  of  costs,  they  intimated  to  the  Town 
Council  that  they  would  require  to  find  ways  and  means,  within 
their  ora  organisation,  of  reducing  the  polluting  load  from  then- 
factory.  They  have  carried  out  several  minor  alterations  within 
the  factory  to  try  to  achieve  this,  and  are  now  going  to  proceed 
with  the  installation  of  a mechanical  screen,  balancing  tank,  and 
-either  a meter  or  flow  recorder. 

Cleansing. — Household  and  trade  refuse  is  collected  twice 
weekly  and,  during  the  summer  months,  special  collections  of 
garden  refuse  take  place  every  month.  Collection  is  by  means  of  a 
-cleansing  motor  vehicle  of  ten  cubic  yard  capacity.  Disposal  is  by 
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controlled  tipping  on  a low-lying  marshy  site  about  a mile  outside 
the  Burgh  boundary.  The  tip  is  kept  in  good  order  and  has  not 
given  cause  for  any  complaints. 

Slaughter-house. — The  Slaughter-house,  which  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Town  Council,  was  inspected  regularly  and  was 
always  found  to  be  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

The  large  electric  extractor  fan  which  was  fitted  in  the 
cooling  hall  of  the  new  part  of  the  Slaughter-house  proved  to  be 
such  a success,  that  two  fans  of  similar  design  were  fitted  in  another 
part  of  the  Slaughter-house  which  is  used  by  the  local  butchers. 

An  electrically-heated,  portable,  pig  plotting  tank  was 
installed  during  October,  and  is  proving  a great  advantage. 

Nuisances. — Eight  nuisances  were  investigated,  and  remedied 
on  verbal  instructions  to  the  authors. 

Factories.— There  are  34  factories  in  the  Burgh,  32  mechanical 
and  2 non-mechanical.  Five  minor  complaints  were  rectified  on 
verbal  notification. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  is  one  offensive  trade  within  the 
Burgh,  that  of  tripe-cleaning,  which  is  carried  out  on  a very 
limited  scale  at  the  slaughter-house  under  the  strict  supervision 
of  the  Superintendent. 

Schools.— The  second  stage  of  building  the  new  school  was 
commenced  in  November  and  comprises  a four-storeyed  block  of 
classrooms,  gymnasium  with  showers,  assembly  hall  and  cloak- 
rooms, dininghall  and  kitchens.  Washing,  cooking,  and  toilet 
facilities  are  included  to  comply  with  modern  standards  of 
cleanliness  and  hygiene. 

Housing. — The  Council  has  received  planning  permission  for 
a further  scheme  of  approximately  3.75  acres,  and  contract 
documents  have  been  prepared,  and  tenders  invited,  for  the  site 
preparation  of  the  first  development  of  32  houses. 

Twelve  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise,  and  one- 
older  house  was  modernised  with  the  assistance  of  the  Improve- 
ment grant. 

Two  houses  which  were  condemned  and  re-let  under  licence, 
are  still  occupied  by  single  elderly  tenants  who  do  not  wish  to 
he  considered  for  newr  houses. 

The  Council  proposes  to  close  eleven  unfit  houses,  including 
the  two  mentioned  above,  during  the  three  years  ending  31st 
December,  1961. 
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BURGH  OF  MOFFAT 
Vital  Statistics 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  23  (1 4 
males,  9 females)  of  which  two  were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  18  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  46  (16  males,  30 
females).  The  principal  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  disease,  19 
Apoplexy,  8 ; Cancer,  8.  There  were  no  deaths  of  children  under 
the  age  of  one  year. 

Infectious  Disease.- — Only  one  notification  of  infectious 
disease  was  received  during  the  year  ; the  patient  suffered  from 
dysentery. 


Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr  M.  Heron,  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Burgh  : — 

Water  Supply. — The  town  is  supplied  with  spring  water  by 
gravitation  from  a covered  collecting  tank  at  Granton,  which  is 
approximately  three  miles  north  of  the  Burgh. 

The  source  of  supply  was  regularly  inspected.  Samples  were 
taken  quarterly  and  the  water  found  to  be  suitable  for  dietetic  and 
domestic  use  in  every  instance.  There  was  an  ample  supply  of 
water  at  all  times. 

Drainage. — The  Burgh  is  drained  by  a partially  separate 
system.  Both  clear-water  drains  and  sewers  continued  to  work 
satisfactorily  and  gave  no  cause  for  complaint. 

Sewage  Disposal. — The  sewage  works  comprise  grit  chambers, 
sedimentation  tanks,  percolating  filters  and  humus  tanks.  Several 
of  the  samples  of  the  final  effluent  taken  were  found  not  to  comply 
with  the  Royal  Commission  Standard  and  steps  to  improve  the 
quality  are  being  taken. 

Scavenging. — Domestic  refuse  was  collected  twice  weekly  and 
shop  refuse  four  times  weekly.  Streets  were  swept  by  hand 
orderly  at  regular  intervals. 

Refuse  was  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  a site  appro- 
ximately one  half-mile  outside  the  Burgh  boundary. 

Waste  paper  was  collected  for  salvage,  one  day  in  each 
week  being  allocated  to  this. 
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Nuisances. — Several  complaints  were  investigated  during  the 
year.  All  of  these  were  remedied  without  recourse  to  statutory 
procedure. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  are  no  offensive  trades  carried  on 
within  the  Burgh. 

Schools. — There  is  one  public  school  within  the  Burgh.  Th .t 
sanitary  accommodation  is  adequate  and  was  maintained  in  a 
clean  condition  at  all  times. 

Factories. — There  are  15  factories  within  the  Burgh,  all 
mechanical.  Routine  visits  were  paid.  No  complaints  arose 
during  the  year. 

Burial  Grounds.— The  burial  ground  within  the  Burgh  j 
is  closed  for  interments,  except  in  special  circumstances.  No 
interments  took  place  during  the  year.  The  grounds  were  kept 
tidy  and  no  complaints  were  received. 

Housing.— One  new  house  was  completed  during  the  year, 
one  house  was  in  course  of  erection,  and  a Closing  Order  was  made 
in  respect  of  one  house. 

Details  of  the  houses  owned  or  factored  by  the  Town  Council 
at  31st  December,  1958,  are  as  follows  : — 

Pre-War  Houses 

1919 

1924 

1930 

1935 

Post-War  Houses 

Gowanlea  flats 
Arcon  temporary  houses  . . . 

Cruden 
Traditional 

Total 


8 

26 

26 

16 

— 76 

5 

15 

10 

70 

—100 


Old  houses  owned  by  Town  Council  ...  6 (5  closed). 
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BURGH  OF  SANQUHAR 

Vital  Statistics 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  36  (16 
males,  20  females)  of  which  one  was  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  21  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  21  (10  males,  11 
females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  disease,  6 ; 
Apoplexy,  4 ; Cancer,  4.  There  were  no  deaths  of  children  under 
the  age  of  one  year. 

Infectious  Disease. — Five  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
were  received  : Scarlet  Fever,  l ; Erysipelas,  1 ; Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  1 ; Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  1 ; Poliomy- 
elitis, 1. 


Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr  Kenneth  Phillips,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the 
Burgh  of  Sanquhar. 

Water  Supply. — The  supply  of  water  to  the  Burgh  was  main- 
tained satisfactorily  throughout  the  year  except  for  lack  of 
pressure  during  peak  draw-off  periods.  Several  main  pipes  were 
found  to  be  encrusted  and  these  will  be  replaced  by  asbestos- 
cement  piping. 

Drainage. — The  drainage  and  sewerage  systems  operated 
satisfactorily  during  the  year.  The  sewage  treatment  works  are 
inadequate  to  deal  with  the  quantity  and  quality  of  sewage 
received  from  the  town  and  the  creamery. 

Shops. — There  are  55  shops  in  the  Burgh,  23  of  which  sell 
foodstuffs.  On  inspection,  the  conditions  were  found  to  be  far 
from  satisfactory  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  communicate 
with  39  shopkeepers  about  various  defects,  including  the  provision 
of  water  closets  and  sinks. 

Housing. — A survey  of  all  the  houses  in  the  Burgh  was 
carried  out  during  the  year.  Of  733  houses,  155  were  sub-standard 
and  16  were  unfit.  Much  of  the  infomation  may  be  collated  as 
seen  in  the  table  on  page  98. 

Factories’  Act. — There  are  in  the  Burgh  18  mechanical  and 
10  non-mechanical  factories.  Eleven  contraventions  of  the 
Factories’  Act  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  occupiers. 
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